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HOW  TO  READ  THIS  DOCUMENT 


The  Minister  of  Environment  and  Energy  (Minister)  is  required  by  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Planning 
and  Development  Aa  (Act)  to  give  public  notice  if  his  recommendations  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
in  Council  (Cabinet)  differ  from  those  of  the  Hearing  Officers.  Section  10(10)  of  die  Act  states  the 
following: 

If  the  recommendation  of  the  Minister  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor  in  Coimcil  is  other  than 
that  the  repon,  or  reports  if  there  is  more  than  one,  of  the  hearing  officer,  be  approved,  then 
the  Minister  shall  give  public  notice  to  this  effea,  state  his  intentions  and  a  period  of  twenty- 
one  days  allowed  when  representations  in  writing  can  be  made  by  anyone  concerned  to  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  in  Council. 

Recommendations  within  this  document  deal  only  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Minister  that 
differ  from  those  of  the  Hearing  Officers  related  to  specific  policies  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan. 

In  order  to  read  this  document  the  reader  will  need  to  refer  to  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  Review 
Hearing  Report  of  the  Hearing  Officers,  dated  March  1993  and  the  approved  (1985)  Niagara 
Escarpment  Plan,  as  consolidated  through  December  1992. 


This  document  includes  two  parts. 


Pan  A  of  this  document  contains  the  recommendations  of  the  Minister  that  differ  from  those  of  the 
Hearing  Officers'.  The  recommendation  of  the  Hearing  Officers'  is  referenced  by  recommendation 
number  (e.g.  Recommendation  5.1.S.2)  followed  by  the  recommendation  of  the  Minister,  which  is 
either  to  "not  accept"  or  to  not  accept  with  specific  policies  added  or  deleted  from  die  Plan. 


Pan  B  of  this  document  contains  recommendations  of  the  Minister  for  w^ich  the  Hearing  Officers 
did  not  make  a  specific  recommendation.  The  recommendation  of  the  Minister  references  the 
appropriate  seaion  of  the  Plan  and  the  policy  to  be  included  in  the  Plan. 


Documents  that  the  reader  may  also  refer  to  are:  Renewing  the  Vision  -  Response  to  the  Hearing 
Officers'  Repon,  Niagara  Escarpment  Commission,  August  13,  1993  and  Recommendations  to  the 
Minister  of  Environment  and  Energy  on  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  Review,  Niagara  Escarpment 
Commission,  August  1993. 
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A.         RECOMMENDATIONS  OF  THE  MINISTER  THAT  DIFFER  FROM  THOSE  OF  THE 
HEARING  OFFICERS: 


Recommendatian  5.1.5.2 


That  the  NEP  be  amended  by  inserting  directly  after  the  Purpose,  a 
new  section: 

Objective: 

The  Objectives  of  the  Plan  are: 

1.  to  protect  unique  ecologic  and  historic  areas; 

2.  to  maintain  and  enhance  the  quality  and  character  of 
natural  streams  and  water  supplies; 

3.  to  provide  adequate  opportunities  for  outdoor 
recreation; 

4.  to  maintain  and  enhance  iht  open  landscape  character 
of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  in  so  far  as  possible,  by 
such  means  as  compatible  farming  or  forestry  and  by 
preserving  the  natural  scenery; 

5.  to  ensure  that  all  new  development  is  compatible  v^th 
the  purpose  of  the  Plan; 

6.  to  provide  for  adequate  public  access  to  the  Niagara 
Escarpment; 

7.  to  support  municipalities  within  the  Niagara 
Escarpment  Planning  Area  in  tfieir  exercise  of  the 
planning  functions  conferred  upon  them  by  the 
Planning  Aa;  and 


Minister's  Recommendation 


to     promote     the     optimum     economic,     social, 
environmental  and  physical  condition  of  the  Area. 


Not  accept  objective  8. 


Recommendation  5.2.5.1  That  the  following  scction  be  added  to  the  Plan: 

1.1.2    Municipal  Official  Plans 


The  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  is  a  minimum  standard  against 
which  conflict  with  local  plans  will  be  evaluated.  Local 
official  Plans  may  be  more  restrictive  than  the  Niagara 
Escarpment  Plan,  provided  that  the  policies  are  not  in  conflia 
with  the  Plan's  general  intent  and  purpose,  or  other  provincial 
policies. 


Minister's  Recommendation  Not  aCCept. 


Recommendation  5.5.5.1  That  the  poHcies  of  the  approved  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  with 

respect  to  existing  uses  be  retained. 

Minister's  Recommendation  Part  2.3  Existing  Uscs,  Criteria  #  3  replaced  with  the  following: 

3.  An  existing  use,  building  or  structure  may  be  rebuilt 
in  the  same  location,  of  the  same  exterior  size  and  use 
without  a  Niagara  Escarpment  Development  Permit 
provided  municipal  requirements  and  the  provisions  of 
Ontario  Regulation  685  as  amended,  are  met  and  in 
the  case  of  hazard  lands,  approval  is  required  from  the 
Conservation  Authority. 

4.  The  expansion/enlargement  of  existing  ponds  is  not 
permitted  unless  it  is  a  farm  pond  and  is  not  located  in 
the  Escarpment  Natural  Area. 

5.  An  expansion  or  enlargement  shall  be  minor  in 
proportion  to  the  size  and  scale  of  the  building  or  use 
at  the  date  of  approval  (June  12,  1985)  of  the  original 
Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  and  shall  not  result  in  an 
intensification  of  tfie  use. 

6.  An  existing  use  may  change  to  a  similar  use  or  more 
compatible  use  provided  it  can  be  sufficiently 
demonstrated  that  the  objectives  of  die  ^plicable 
designation  of  die  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  are  met. 


Recommendation  5.5.5.2  That  the  term  and  definition  "existing  lot  of  record"  be  deleted  from 

Appendui  2  of  the  Plan. 

Minister's  Recommendation  Appendix  2,  Definitions,  retain  definition  of  "Existing  Lot  of  Record" 

and  modify  defmition  by  adding  "or  lots  created  in  conformity  with 


the  provisions  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  since  June  12,  1985" 
the  definition  to  read  as  follows: 

Existing  Lot  of  Record  -  a  lot  held  under  distina  and  separate 
ownership  from  all  abutting  lots,  as  shown  by  a  registered 
conveyance  in  the  records  of  the  Land  Registry  Office  at  the 
time  of  the  ^proval  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  by  the 
Government  of  Ontario  or  lots  created  in  conformity  with  tiie 
provisions  of  Ae  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  since  June  12, 
1985 


Recommendation  5.6.5.4  That  the  Envelopment  Objectives,  Escarpment  Recreation  Area,  be 

amended  by  adding  Objective  5,  to  read: 

5.  Recreational  uses  shall  be  designed  to  utilize  existing 
site  and  topographical  conditions  with  allowance  for 
regrading,  placement/excavation  of  fill  and  vegetation 
removal  only  if  they  are  essential  to  the  use  and  only 
if  adverse  effects  can  be  mitigated. 

Minister'!  Recommendation  Part  1 . 8  Escarpment  RecTcation  Area,  Development  Objectives  #  5  to 

read  as  follows: 

S.  Recreational  uses  shall  be  designed  to  utilize  existing 
site  and  topographical  conditions,  with  allowance  for 
minimum  regrading,  placement/excavation  of  fill  and 
vegetation  removal  only  if  diey  are  essential  to  the  use 
and  only  if  adverse  effects  can  be  mitigated. 


Recommendation  5.6.5.5  That  golf  courses  Continue  to  be  a  permitted  use  in  the  Escarpment 

Protection  Area  designation  and  that  a  new  development  criterion  be 
added  to  Part  2.12,  Recreation,  to  read: 

2.  Where  permitted,  golf  courses  shall  be  designed  and 
maintained  to  minimize  adverse  effects  on  the  natural 
and  physical  Escarpment  environment  (i.e.  minimum 
regrading,  maximum  incorporation  of  natural 
vegetation,  undisturbed  and  rough  areas,  minimum 
fertilizer  and  irrigation  demands). 

Minitter't  Recommendation  Part  1.4  Escarpment  Protection  Area,  Permitted  Uses,  ^  5  to  read  as 

follows: 


5.  In  non-agricultural  areas,  recreational  uses  oriented 
towards  the  land  vvliich  require  minimal  modification 
of  the  existing  natural,  topographic  and  landscape 
features  and  which  do  not  require  the  building  of 
major  structures  (e.g.,  picnic  sites,  day  use  sites, 
unserviced  camp  sites,  trail  uses).  Golf  courses  are 
not  permitted. 

Part  2.13  (formerly  2.12)  Recreation,  new  criterion  added  as  #2,  and 
the  subsequent  criteria  renumbered  accordingly.  Criterion  #  2  to  read 
as  follows : 

2.  Where  permitted,  golf  courses  shall  be  designed  and 
maintained  to  minimize  impact  on  the  natural  and 
physical  Escarpment  environment  (}.&.,  minimum 
regrading,  maximum  incorporation  of  natural 
vegetation,  undisturbed  and  rough  areas,  minimum 
fertilizer  and  irrigation  demands). 


Recommendation  6.1.5.1 


Minister's  Recommendation 


That,  with  the  exception  of  minor  v^rding  changes  discussed  in 
Section  6.3  of  our  Report,  the  Commission's  proposal  for  reductions 
in  lot  density  not  be  accepted. 

Part  1.4  Escarpment  Protection  Area,  New  Lots  policy  #  3  deleted. 

Part  1.5  Escarpment  Rural  Area,  New  Lots  policy  #  3,  revised  and 
renumbered  as  #  4  to  read  as  follows: 


4.  Provided  no  lots  have  been  created  in  flie  past  from 
the  original  township  lot,  or  half  township  lot  (where 
the  original  township  lot  is  80  ha  (2(X)  ac.)  or  more), 
and  v^ere  the  proposed  lot  is  not  in  conflict  with  the 
Food  Land  Guidelines,  one  lot  may  be  severed  for  a 
permitted  use. 


Recommendation  6.3.5.1 


Minister's  Recommendation 


That  New  Lots  Policy  3  of  Pan  1.4,  Escarpment  Protection  Area,  be 
amended  to  read: 

Provided  no  lots  have  been  created  in  the  past  from  the  original 
township  lot,  and  v^ere  lots  to  be  created  are  ... 

Not    accept.    New    lots    policy    ^    3    deleted.    See    Minister's 
recommendation  re:  recommendation  6.1.5.1. 


Recoininendation  6.4.5.2 


Minister's  Recommendation 


That  Part  1.4,  Escarpment  Protertion  Area,  New  Lots  Policy  4  and 
Part  1.5,  Escarpment  Rural  Area,  New  Lots  Policy  4  be  re-worded 
to  ensure  that: 

a)  only  one  retirement  lot  for  a  full-time  bona  fide 
fiarmer  is  permitted  per  original  township  lot; 

b)  the  fanner  to  whom  the  lot  is  granted  must  have  been 
farming  on  the  date  that  the  Plan  Review  is  ^proved. 

Not  accept  b).  Part  1.4  Escarpment  Proteaion  Area,  New  Lots  policy 
#  5  (formerly  #  4)  and  Part  1.5  Escarpment  Rural  Area,  New  Lots 
policy  #  7  (formerly  Jj'  4)  to  read  as  follows: 

Provided  no  lots  have  been  severed  in  the  past  from  the 
original  township  lot  or  half  township  lot,  whtn  the  original 
township  lot  is  80  ha  (2(X)  ac.)  or  more,  a  full  time  bona  fide 
farmer  who  is  retiring  from  active  working  life  and  has 
farmed  the  land  from  the  date  of  approval  of  the  original  Plan 
on  June  12, 1985,  may  be  permitted  a  lot  on  which  the  farmer 
intends  to  retire  and  reside. 


Recommen<)ation  6.4.5.4 


Minister's  Recommendation 


That  Policy  1  of  Part  2.9  Agriculture  be  retained  in  its  present  form. 

Part  2.10  (formerly  2.9)  Agriculture  criterion  #  1  to  read  as  follows: 

1.  Development  and  the  creation  of  new  lots,  including 
a  new  lot  for  a  bona  fide  retiring  farmer,  should 
nuintain  and  protea  agricultural  areas  from  uses 
considered  incompatible  with  sustaining  the 
agricultural  use  and/or  land  base. 


Recommendation  6.5.5.1 


That  the  existing  Plan  provisions  relating  to  the  creation  of  new  lots 
for  agricultural  purposes  be  retained  without  change. 


Minister's  Recommendation 


Part  1.5  Escarpment  Rural  Area,  New  Lots,  new  policy  #  2  (other 
policies  renumbered  accordingly),  to  read  as  follows: 

2.         New  lots  may  be  created  for  agricultural  op)erations 
provided  both  the  severed  and  remnant  parcels  are  of 


Recommendation  6.8.5.2 


Minister's  Recommendation 


Recommendation  6.8.5.3 


Minister's  Recommendation 


sufficient   size  to   remain   useful   for   agricultural 
purposes  as  outlined  in  the  Food  Land  Guidelines. 


That  Permitted  Use  4  of  Part  1.4,  Escarpment  Protection  Area,  and 
Part  1.5,  Escarpment  Rural  Area,  be  revised  as  follows: 

4.         A  mobile  or  portable  dwelling  unit  accessory  to  an 
agricultural  operation. 

Pan  1.4  Escarpment  Protection  Area  and  Pan  1.5  Escarpment  Rural 
Area,  Permitted  Uses  #  4  to  read  as  follows: 

4.         Mobile  or  portable  dwelling  unit(s)  accessory  to  an 
agricultural  operation. 


That  in  Pan  2.9,  Agriculture,  Development  Criterion  2  as  proposed 
in  the  Commission's  Position  (Ex  20,  pp.  70-71)  be  adopted  with  the 
following  revisions: 

(e)  The  development  permit  shall  be  valid  for  three  years. 

(f)  Re-application  may  be  considered  every  three  years 
subject  to  adequate  justification  that  the  farm  help 
continues  to  be  necessary  to  the  farm  operation. 

(h)       Delete. 

Pan  2.10  (formerly  2.9)  Agriculture,  criterion  #  2  to  read  as  follows: 

Dwelling  Units  Accessory  to  Agriculture 

2.  A  dwelling  unit(s)  may  be  permitted  accessory  to  an 
agricultural  operation  on  tfie  same  property  as  the 
plrincipal  farm  house  subject  to  conformity  with  ttit 
following: 

a)  Farm  help  must  be  necessary  on  a  seasonal  or 
full-time  basis  on  the  farm. 

b)  The  farmer  shall  live  in  the  principal  farm 
residence  with  farming  as  his/her  principal 
occupation,  and  in  the  case  of  seasonal 
farming  work  pan-time  on  the  farm. 

c)  The  dwelling   unit(s)   shall   be   mobile   or 


portable,  without  a  basement;  or  in  the  case  of 
horse  farming,  a  dwelling  imit  may  be 
permitted  within  a  farm  building,  i.e.,  the 
horse  bam. 

d)  The  dwelling  unit(s)  shall  be  located  within  the 
farm  cluster  and  where  possible,  use  the 
existing  farm  lane  access  and  a  separate  lot 
shall  not  be  created  for  it. 

e)  The  development  permit  shall  be  valid  for 
tfiree  years  only. 

0  Continuance  of  the  dwelling  imit(s)  will  be 
considered  through  reapplication  on  a  three 
year  basis  subject  to  adequate  justification  that 
tiie  farm  help  continues  to  be  necessary  to  the 
farm  operation. 

g)  The  dwelling  unit(s)  shall  be  removed  when 
no  longer  required  and/or  when  the 
development  permit(s)  expires. 

h)  That  any  approval  or  agreement  struck 
between  the  local  municipality  and  the 
applicant  to  permit  the  additional  dwelling 
unit(s)  or  farm  help  shall  also  be  renewed,  if 
necessary,  on  tfie  anniversary  of  the 
development  permit. 


Recommendation  6.8.5.6  That  Proposed  Criteria  IS  and  16  in  Part  2.4,  Lot  Creation,  not  be 

adopted. 

Minister's  Recommendation  Part  2.4  Lot  Creation  criteria  #  IS  &  Z'  16,  to  read  as  follows: 

IS.  Where  more  than  one  single  dwelling  exists  on  die 
same  lot,  the  additiojial  dwelling(s)  may  be  severed 
provided  all  the  following  criteria  can  be  met: 

(a)  that  neither  the  dwelling  to  be  severed  nor  the 
'  dwelling(s)  to  be  retained  were  approved  on 

die  basis  that  they  would  be  for  temporary  use 
or  for  farm-help; 

(b)  that  all  the  dwellings  on  the  property  are 
legally  existing  uses  and  have  received 
approval  from  the  municipality; 

(c)  that  both  the  dwelling  to  be  severed  and  the 
dwelling  retained  are  in  a  reasonable  standard 
for  habitation  and  have  been  used  as  a 
dwelling  unit  within  the  year  before  making 
application  to  sever; 


(d)  a  mobile  or  portable  dwelling  unit  shall  not  be 
severed. 
16.  Where  more  than  one  single  dwelling  exists  on  the 
same  lot  and  where  these  dwellings  comply  with 
provisions  of  Part  2.4.15,  such  dwelling(s)  shall  be 
considered  as  though  it  were  a  previous  severance  for 
the  purpose  of  applying  the  new  lots  policies  of  the 
applicable  designation  (e.g.,  2  dwellings  would  be 
considered  as  2  parcels  for  the  purposes  of 
determining  density) 


Recommendation  6.9.5.1 


Minister's  Recommendation 


None  of  the  recommendations  related  to  rural  plans  of  subdivision  put 
forward  by  the  Commission  should  be  accepted. 

Part  1 .5  Escarpment  Rural  Area,  New  Lots,  policy  #  5  be  deleted. 


Part  2.4  Lot  Creation,  introductory  statement  of  criterion  #  6  to  read 
as  follows: 

6.  New  lots  must  satisfy  the  following  criteria: 

Part  2.4  Lot  Creation,  introductory  statement  of  criterion  ^  7  to  read 
as  follows: 

7.  Prior  to  commenting  upon  new  lots,  the  implementing 
authority  shall  consider: 


Recommendation  6.9.5.2 


The  following  should  be  added  to  Part  l.S,  Escarpment  Rural  Area, 
New  Lots  Policy  5: 


Approval  is  subject  to  obtaining  a  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan 
Amendment. 

New  development  criteria  elaborating  upon  the  requirements 
for  new  plans  of  subdivision  should  be  developed  by  the 
Commission  through  a  public  consultative  process  resulting  in 
an  amendment  to  the  Plan. 


Minister's  Recommendation 


Not  accept. 


Recommendation  7.5.1 


That  the  NEC  proposed  revisions  that  would   require  a  NEP 
amendment  for  the  designation  of  new  MUCs  or  for  the  extension  of 


Minister's  Recommendation 


the  boundaries  of  existing  MUCs  not  be  adopted. 
Not  accept. 


Recommendation  7.5.3 


Minitter's  Recommendation 


That  the  proposed  revisions  to  the  Objectives  of  the  MUC  designation 
be  adopted  with  the  deletion  of  the  words  'by  tfie  Minister  of  the 
Environment"  in  Objective  6. 

Part  1.6  Minor  Urban  Centres,  Objective  H  6  (formerly  #  4)  remain 
unchanged  and  continue  to  read  as  follows: 

6.  To  ensure  that  any  growth  will  be  in  accordance  witfi 
a  municipal  official  plan  and/or  secondary  plan  which 
is  not  in  conflict  witfi  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan. 


Recommendation  7.5.4 


Minister's  Recommendation 


That  the  proposed  revisions  to  the  section  entitled  "Criterion  for 
Designation"  be  adopted  with  the  deletion  of  the  word  "selected"  in 
the  first  paragraph,  and  with  the  deletion  of  the  paragr2q)h  which 
states  that  additions  to  the  list  of  MUCs  and  the  designations  on  Maps 
1-9  require  amendments  to  the  NEP. 

Part  1.6  Minor  Urban  Centre,  Criterion  for  Designation,  last 
paragraph,  to  read  as  follows: 

Additions  to  this  list  and  the  designations  on  Maps  1  to  9 
require  amendments  to  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan. 


Recommendation  7.5.7 


Minister's  Recommendation 


That  the  proposed  revisions  to  the  section  entitled  "Boundaries"  not 
be  adopted. 

Part  1.6  Minor  Urban  Centres,  Boundaries  to  read  as  follows: 

1.  Boundaries  showing  the  growth  areas  of  Minor  Urban 
Centres  which  have  been  clearly  defined  by  the 
municipality  in  an  approved  official  plan  and/or 
secondary  plan  which  is  not  in  conflict  with  the 
Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  are  shown  on  Maps  1  to  9. 

Changes  to  these  boundaries  (e.g.,  expansion)  will 
require  an  amendment  to  the  Niagara  Escarpment 
Plan. 


2.  Minor  Urban  Centres  without  defined  boundaries  are 
shown  by  a  symbol  on  M^s  1  to  9.  Boundaries  to 
establish  the  growth  areas  for  these  Minor  Urban 
Centres  will  be  established  by  the  municipality 
through  the  processing  and  s^proval  of  an  official  plan 
and/or  secondary  plan  which  is  not  in  conflict  with  the 
Niagara  Escarpment  Plan. 

The  Boundary  accepted  can  be  added  to  tfie  Niagara 
Escarpment  Plan  Maps  without  requiring  an 
amendment  to  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan. 


Recommendation  7.5.8  That  the  proposed  fevisions  to  the  section  entitled  "Permitted  Uses 

and  New  Lots"  not  be  adopted  except  for  changing  the  words 
"Development  Objectives"  to  "Development  and  Growth  Objectives. " 

Minister's  Recommendation  Pan  1 .6  Minor  Urban  Centres,  Permitted  Uses  and  New  Lots,  to  read 

as  follows: 

Subjea  to  Part  2,  the  Development  Criteria: 

1.  The  range  of  permitted  uses  and  the  creation  of  new 
lots  in  a  Minor  Urban  Centre  will  be  those  in  an 
approved  official  plan  and/or  secondary  plan  not  in 
conflia  with  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan. 

2.  The  range  of  permitted  uses  and  the  creation  of  new 
lots  for  Minor  Urban  Centres  without  an  approved 
official  plan  and/or  secondary  plan  (or  where  the 
official  plan  and/or  secondary  plan  has  not  been 
reviewed  for  conflirt)  will  be  subject  to  the  Objectives 
and  Development  and  Growth  Objectives  of  this 
designation. 


Recommendation  7.5.9  That  the  new  paragraph  entitled  "Amendments  to  Municipal  Plans 

and/or  Secondary  Plans, "  with  the  deletion  of  the  words  "endorsed  by 
the  Minister  of  the  Environment,"  be  adopted. 

Minister's  Recommendation  Part  1.6  Minor  Urban  Centres,  new  section  entitled  "Amendments  to 

Municipal  Plans  and/or  Secondary  Plans",  to  read  as  follows: 

Amendments  to  Municipal  Plans  and/or  Secondary  Plans 
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Amendments  to  designations  and/or  land  use  policies  within 
the  boundaries  of  an  approved  official  plan  and/or  secondary 
plan  which  is  not  in  conflict  with  the  Niagara  Escarpment 
Plan  may  be  made  without  requiring  an  amendment  to  the 
Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  provided  such  an  amendment  does 
not  involve  the  Escarpment  Natural  Area  or  conflict  with  the 
Objectives  and  Development  and  Growth  policies  of  this 
designation. 


Recommendation  7.5.10  That  the  new  section  entitled  "Land  Use  Control,"  with  die  deletion 

of  the  words  "endorsement  by  the  Minister  of  the  Environment"  in 
the  Hrst  paragraph  and  the  deletion  of  the  words  "such  by-laws  must 
be  deemed  not  to  conflia  with  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  by  the 
Minister  of  the  Environment,"  be  adopted. 

Minister's  Recommendation  Part  1.6  Minor  Urban  Centres,  new  section  entitled  "Land  Use 

Control"  first  paragraph  to  read  as  follows: 

Land  Use  Control 

Land  use  control  within  a  Minor  Urban  Centre  with  an 
approved  official  plan  and/or  secondary  plan  which  is  not  in 
conflia  with  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  may  be  exercised 
either  tfirough  by-laws  passed  under  the  Planning  Act  or 
Development  Control  as  authorized  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Niagara  Escarpment  Planning  and  Development  Act. 


Recommendation  7.5.11  That  "Development  Objectives"  be  changed  to  read  "Devek^ment  and 

Growth  Objectives"  and  that  the  following  Policies  be  adopted: 

(1)  Revised  Policies  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  8,  and  10 

(2)  Revised  Policy  7  with  the  deletion  of  the  words 
"endorsed  by  the  Minister  of  the  Environment." 

(3)  Revised  Policy  9  with  the  addition  of  the  following 
sentence: 

Considerations  of  new  growth  and  development  must 
include  an  examination  of  the  specific  and  cumulative 
environmental,  economic  and  social  effects  of 
providing  services  (e.g.  water,  sewage  disposal, 
schools,  roads,  etc.)- 
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(4)  Policy  11  to  state: 

11.  Class  1  to  4  agricultural  lands  should  be 
protected  and  maintained  when  development 
and  growth  is  being  considered. 

(5)  Policy  12  to  state: 

12.  Development  and  growth  should  be  compatible 
with  adjacent  existing  mineral  resource 
extraction  designations  and,  where 
appropriate,  incorporate  methods  of 
minimizing  land-use  conflicts  (e.g.  staging, 
site  design,  berming). 

Minister's  Recommendation  Not  acccpt  (4).  Part  1.6  Minor  Urban  Centres,  Development  and 

Growth  Objectives,  new  policy  #  1 1  to  read  as  follows: 

11.       Agricultural  areas  should  be  protected  and  maintained 
when  development  and  growth  is  being  considered. 


Recommendauon  7.5.14  That  the  rewording  proposed  by  the  Conmiission's  Position  for 

Objective  3  and  the  subsequent  paragraph  entitled  'Historical, 
Architecmral  or  Archaeological  Listing"  (Ex.  20,  p.  33)  not  be 
adopted. 

Minister's  Recommendation  Part  1 .6  Minor  Urban  Centre,  Objectives,  new  objective  H  3  (replaces 

objective  if  2  in  the  Plan)  to  read  as  follows: 

3.  To  maintain  and  enhance  the  cultural  heritage  features 
of  ttiese  settlement  areas,  municipalities  are 
encouraged  to  :  (a)  designate  all  or  parts  of  them  in 
accordance  with  die  Ontario  Heritage  Act  and  (b) 
recommend  all  or  parts  of  them  be  listed  as  being  of 
'  heritage  significance  in  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan. 

In  addition  the  Commission  is  encouraged  to  list  in  the 
Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  any  sudi  areas  it  feels 
appropriate. 

Accept  recommendation  that  paragraph  entitled  "Historical, 
Architecmral  or  Archaeological  Listing'  not  be  adopted. 


Recommendation  8.5.1  That  the  Changes  proposed  by  the  Commission  with  respect  to  ponds. 
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water  taking  and  diversions  not  be  adopted  at  the  present  time.  A 
Plan  amendment  with  a  comprehensive  approach  to  the  issues  should 
be  brought  forward  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  completion  of  the 
ponds  study. 

Minister's  Recommendation  Part  2.6  New  Development  Affecting  Water  Resources,  Introductory 

paragraph  revised  to  read  as  follows: 

The  objective  is  to  ensure  that  new  development  affecting 
streams,  watercourses,  lakes,  wetlands,  and  groundwater 
systems  v^ll  have  minimum  individual  and  cumulative  effea 
on  water  quality  and  quantity,  and  on  the  Escarpment 
environment. 

Part  2.6  New  Development  Affecting  Water  Resources,  new 
subsection  entitled  Water  Quantity  with  criteria  numbered  as  8  &  9 
added  to  read  as  follows: 

Water  Quantity 

8.  Permitted  Uses  which  involve  water  taking  or 
imdertake  stream  diversions  must  be  demonstrated  to 
be  an  essential  part  of  their  operation  and  shall  be  of 
a  scale  and  intensity  that  will  not  adversely  affect 
water  quality,  quantity  and  tiie  Escarpment 
environment.  The  implementing  authority  may 
require  that  studies  be  undertaken  to  justify  the  need 
and  amount  of  water  taking  and/or  diversions  and  to 
mitigate  impaa  on  the  Escarpment  environment. 

9.  When  considering  v^ether  to  allow  a  use  \^ich 
involves  water  taking  or  diversion,  the  implementing 
authority  shall  consider: 

a)  the  number,  distribution,  location  and  intensity 
-  of  such  aaivities  within  the  watershed  in  terms 

of: 

i)         the    impaa    on    water    quality    and 

quantity; 
ii)        the  cumulative  effea  on  tiie  objectives 

of  the  Plan  and  designation; 
iii)        the  quality  and  character  of  natural 

streams  and  water  supplies. 

b)  the     water     resource     management 
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policies/aaivities  and  permit  requirements  of 
the  Ministry  of  Environment  and  Energy, 
Ministry  of  Natural  Resources  and 
Conservation  Authority. 

Part  2.6  New  Development  Affecting  Water  Resources,  subsection 
entitled  Private  Ponds  and  criteria  numbered  as  14,  15,  16,  17  &  18 
revised  and  renumbered  as  21,  22,  23,  24  «t  25  and  entitled  Ponds, 
to  read  as  follows: 

21.  Where  permitted,  the  construction  and  expansion  of 
ponds  shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  following: 

a)  The  pond(s)  shall  be  designed  and  located  to 
avoid  streams,  wetlands,  Areas  of  Natural  and 
Scientific  Interest  Gife  science),  source  areas. 
Escarpment  slopes  and  significant 
watercourses. 

b)  The  implementing  authority  shall  consider  the 
number,  distribution  and  location  of  ponds 
within  the  watershed  in  terms  of  their 
cumulative  effect  on  the  objectives  of  the  Plan 
as  well  as  the  quality  and  character  of  natural 
streams  and  water  supplies.  It  must  also  meet 
with  the  water  resource  management 
policies/activities  and  permit  requirements  of 
the  Ministry  of  Environment  and  Energy, 
Ministry  of  Natural  Resources  and 
Conservation  Authority. 

22.  Where  permitted,  the  construction,  expansion  and 
maintenance  of  ponds  shall  be  in  accordance  with  the 
following: 

a)  The  policies  of  tfiis  Plan  and  the  requirements 
of  the  Ministry  of  Environment  and  Energy, 
Ministry  of  Natural  Resources,  Conservation 
Authority  and/or  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Food; 

b)  Natural  vegetative  buffers  shall  be  maintained 
or  established; 

c)  The  design  shall  not  adversely  affea 
downstream  water  quality,  quantity,  adjacent 
lands  and  riparian  rights; 

d)  Applications  which  involve  the  impoundment 
or  damming  of  surface  drainage  or  spring 
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sources  shall  be  accompanied  by  detailed 
design  drawings  approved  by  a  water  resource 
engineer  if  structural  or  safety  concerns  exist. 

23  Existing  ponds  shall  be  encouraged  to  revert  to  a 
natural  state  (e.g.,  where  there  are  significant 
environmental  impacts  or  structural  problems). 

24  Where  an  existing  pond  has  a  substantial  ecological  or 
potentially  hazardous  impaa.  the  property  owner  shall 
be  encouraged  to  take  corrective  measures  which  may 
include  the  installation  of  a  bottom  draw  device  or  the 
establishment  of  a  natural  vegetative  buffer  at  the  edge 
of  the  pond. 

25 .  The  construaion  of  ponds  associated  with  golf  courses 
shall  be  supported  by  the  preparation  of  a  water 
budget  analysis  >^ich: 

a)  maximizes  collection  of  surface  drainage 
internal  to  the  site,  and 

b)  incorporates  measures  within  Ae  overall 
design  of  the  pond/drainage  system  which 
minimizes  the  demand  for  and  reliance  on 

•  supplementary  water  resources  (e.g., 
well/groundwater  sources  and  stream 
systems). 

Defmitions.  Appendbc  2,  new  definition  for  Cumulative  Effect,  Farm  Pond, 
Source  Area  and  Stream/Watercourse  added  to  read  as  follows: 

f  ymnlative  Effect  -  TTie  effect  on  the  Escarpment  environment  as  a 
result  of  the  incremental  impacts  of  development  when  considered  m 
conjunction  with  other  past,  present  and  possible  future  actions, 
occurring  over  a  period  of  time  and  area. 

Farm  Pond  -  a  pond  which  is  considered  by  the  implementing 
authority  to  be  necessary  to  an  active  and  viable  farm  operation,  and 
no  feasible  water  supply  alternative  exists. 

Source  Area  -  areas  of  obvious  groundwater  discharge  (e.g.,  springs 
and  prominent  seeps),  recharge  areas  and  wetlands  which  serve  as  the 
origin  or  source  of  surface  or  ground  water  systems. 

;gtrf^m/Watercourse  -  is  a  feature  having  defined  bed  and  banks, 
through  which  water  flows  at  least  part  of  the  year. 
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Recommcndauon  9  6.6  That  Part  2.10.  Mineral  Resources  Development  Criteria,  be  amended 

by: 

1)  •         amending  Part  2.10.2  to  require  that  for  new  pit 

operations  approved  after  the  approval  of  the  revised 

Plan,  no  extraction  shall  take  place  at  a  point  nearer 
to  the  brow  of  the  Escarpment  than  200  m  (660  ft.) 
measured  horizontally; 

2)  •         Amending  Part  2. 10.2(e)  to  read:  the  minimization  of 

the  adverse  impaa  of  extractive  and  accessory 
operations  on  existing  agricultural  or  residential 
development; 

3)  •         amending  Part  2. 10.2(f).  to  read:  the  minimization  of 

the  adverse  impaa  of  extractive  and  accessory 
operations  on  parks  and  the  existing  and  optimum 
routes  of  the  Bruce  Trail; 

4)  •         by  adding  Part  2.10.4(d)  to  read: 

(d)  Existing  forest  will  be  considered  as  an 
acceptable  screen  around  the  perimeter  of  the 
site  and  no  artificial  berming  or  stock  piling  of 
overburden  material  will  be  permitted  within 
the  setback  allowances  required  under  the 
Aggregate  Resources  Aa; 

5)  •         by  adding  to  the  beginning  of  Part  2.10.7  tfie  words: 

"In  addition  to  the  Aggregate  Resources  Aa;' 

6)  •         by   deleting   Part   2.10.7(d),   which   provides   for 

wayside  permits  for  municipal   road   construction 
.    purposes  in  the  Escarpment  Protection  Area; 

7)  •         by  amending  Part  2.10.7(f)  by  changing  "one  year"  to 

"eighteen  months"  to  renect  the  expiry  period  for 
wayside  permits  issued  pursuant  to  tiie  Aggregate 
Resources  Aa; 

8)  •         by  adding  a  new  criterion  to  indicate  that  site 

rehabilitation  may  include  the  use  of  off-site  materials 
that  are  found  to  be  acceptable,  according  to  the 
regulations,  by  the  Ministry  of  Environment  and  by 
the  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources; 
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9)  •  by  adding  a  new  criterion  to  read:  all  accessory  uses 
to  the  niineral  resource  extraction  operations  shall  be 
discontinued  as  soon  as  the  site  is  depleted,  process 
material  has  been  transported  from  the  property  and 
rehabilitation  completed. 


Minister's  Recommendation  Not  aCCCpt  1),  4)  &  9). 

Pan  2.11  (formerly  2.10)  Mineral  Resources,  Criterion  HI  to  read  as 
follows: 

2.  For  quarries  licensed  prior  to  June  12,  1985,  no 
extraction  shall  take  place  at  any  point  nearer  to  the 
brow  of  the  Escarpment  than  90  metres  (300  feet) 
measured  horizontally.  For  new  quarry  operations, 
improved  after  (the  date  of  the  approved  revised  Plan) 
no  extraction  shall  taxe  place  at  any  point  nearer  to 
the  brow  of  the  Escarpment  than  200  metres  (600  feet) 
measured  horizontally  or  any  greater  setback  required 
by  die  implementing  authority. 

Pan  2.11  (formerly  2.10),  Mineral  Resources  new  criterion  #  4  (d) 
to  read  as  follows: 

d)  Where  the  existing  forest  is  adequate  to  be  considered 
as  an  effective  screen  along  die  perimeter  of  the  site, 
no  additional  artificial  berming  or  stock  piling  of 
overburden  materials  will  be  permitted  within  the 
forested  area  being  used  as  a  natural  screen. 

Pan  2.11  (formerly  2. 10)  Mineral  Resources,  new  criterion  #  8  added 
to  read  as  follows: 

8.  All  accessory  uses  to  the  Mineral  Resource  Extraction 
Area  operation  shall  be  discontinued  and  be  required 
to  vacate  the  property  as  soon  as  the  site  is  depleted, 
and  on-site  processed  material  has  been  transported 
from  the  property. 


Recommendation  9.6.9  That  the  definition  of  "progressive  rehabilitation"  be  inserted  in 

Appendix  2  as: 

Progressive  Rehabilitation  -  rehabilitation  done  sequentially, 
within  a  reasonable  time,  in  accordance  with  the  Aggregate 
Resources  Aa,  the  regulations,   the  site  plans  and  the 
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Minister's  Recommendation 


Recommendation  10.S.4 


Minister's  Recommendation 


Recommendation  12.3.1 


Minister's  Recommendation 


Recommendation  12.3.2 


conditions  of  the  licence  or  permit  during  the  period  that 
aggregate  is  being  excavated  or  in  accordance  with  the 
Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  when  applied  to  other  land  use 
disturbances. 

Appendix  2.  Definitions,  definition  of  Progressive  Rehabilitation  to 
read  as  follows: 

Prnyressive  Rehabilitation  -  rehabilitation  done  sequentially, 
within  a  reasonable  time,  in  accordance  witti  tfie  Aggrggatf 
Rff^niirces  Act,  the  regulations,  the  site  plans  and  the 
conditions  of  the  license  or  permit  during  the  period  that 
aggregate  is  being  excavated  and  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan. 


That  the  development  criteria  for  small-scale  commercial  uses 
accessory  to  agricultural  uses  indicate  that  commercial  use  buildings 
accessory  to  agriculture  shall  be  located  within  the  farm  cluster  unless 
it  is  shown  to  be  necessary  that  they  be  located  elsewhere. 

Part  2.10  (formerly  2.9)  Agriculture,  new  subsection  it  3  Small  Scale 
Commercial  Uses  Accessory  to  Agriculture,  #  3  b)  to  read  as  follows: 


b). 


All  buildings,  structures  and  facilities,  including 
parking  areas,  associated  with  the  small-scale 
commercial  use  accessory  to  agriculture  shall  be 
designed  and  located  to  minimize  the  impact  on  the 
principal  agricultural  use,  adjacent  land  use  and  the 
rural  open  landscape  character. 


That  the  mz^  changes  proposed  in  Policy  Paper  20,  Category  1, 
Appendix  3-1  and  on  the  Plan  Review  Maps  be  approved. 

Not  accept. 


Minister's  Recommendation 


That  the  map  dianges  proposed  in  Policy  Paper  20,  Category  2, 
Appendix  3-1,  and  on  the  Plan  Review  Maps  be  approved  only  if  the 
Commission  can  provide  documentation  to  satisfy  the  Minister  tiiat  it 
has  made  an  interpretation  pursuant  to  Part  1.1.1  of  the  Plan  and  that 
the  property  owner  was  consulted  before  the  interpretation  was  made. 

Not  accept. 
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Recommendation  13.3.1  That  the  following  criteria  be  added  to  Part  2.4,  Lot  Creation: 

12.  Where  a  portion  of  an  original  township  lot  or  half  township 
lot,  vv^ere  the  original  township  lot  is  80  ha  (200  ac.)  includes 
a  Minor  Urban  Centre,  Urban  Area  or  Escarpment  Recreation 
Area,  the  New  Lots  policies  of  the  applicable  designations 
will  apply  only  to  the  area  outside  the  Minor  Urban  Centre, 
Urban  Area  and  Escarpment  Recreation  Area  boundary 
provided: 

a)  tiie  lands  outside  constitute  more  than  50  %  of 
the  original  township  lot,  or  half  lot;  and 

b)  the  boundary  of  the  Minor  Urban 
Centre/Urban  Area  has  been  clearly  defmed  in 
an  approved  official  plan  and/or  secondary 
plan. 

13.  Where  a  portion  of  an  original  township  lot  or  half  township 
lot  is  80  ha  (200  ac),  lies  outside  the  Plan  area,  the  lots 
created  outside  the  Plan  area  will  be  considered  previous 
severances. 

Minifter's  Recommendauon  Not  accept  12  b).  Part  2.4  Lot  Creation  fi  12b,  to  read  as  follows: 

12  b)  the  boundary  of  the  Minor  Urban  Centre/Urban  Area 
has  been  clearly  defined  in  an  approved  official  plan 
and/or  secondary  plan  not  in  conflict  with  the  Niagara 
Escarpment  Plan. 


Recommendation  13.3.6  That  Part  l.S,  New  Lots  5,  be  amended  to  read: 

5.  Where  the  creation  of  lots  does  not  conflict  with  ttie 
Food  Land  Guidelines,  new  lots  may  be  created  by 
low  density  rural  plans  of  subdivision,  condominium 
or  other  compatible  forms  of  ownership  (excluding 
severances). 

Mini«tcr'»  Recommendation  Part  1.5  Escarpment  Rural  Arca,  New  Lots,  policy  #  5  deleted. 


Recommendation  13.3.9  That  Part  2.4.9,  Lot  Creation  be  amended  to  read: 
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Where  a  lot  is  proposed  in  more  than  one  designation, 
the  severance  policy  of  the  least  restrictive  designation 
shall  apply.  There  must  be  sufficient  area  in  the  least 
restrictive  designation  to  accommodate  development. 


Minister's  Recommendation  Not  aCCept. 


Recommendatiwi  13.3.11  That  Part  2.6.18,  Ncw  Development  Affecting  Water  Resources  be 

amended  to  read: 

18.  When  considering  an  application  for  a  new  pond,  the 
implementing  authority  shall  consider  the  number, 
distribution  and  location  of  ponds  within  the  watershed 
in  terms  of  their  cumulative  effect  on  the  objectives  of 
the  applicable  designation  and  watershed  management 
programs  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Environment, 
Ministry  of  Natural  Resources  and  conservation 
authority. 

Minister's  Recommendation  Not     accept.      See     Minister's     recommendation     regarding 

Recommendation  8.5.1. 


Recommendation  13.3.12  That  Part  2.8.2(e),  Forest  Management  be  amended  to  read: 

2.         Approval  to  cut  is  conditional  upon: 

(e)  Minimum  cutting  within  highly  sensitive  areas 
such  as  steep  slopes^  imstable  soils,  stream 
valleys,  and  areas  of  high  groundwater 
infiltration. 

Minister's  Recommendation  Part  2.9  (formerly  2.8)  Forest  Management,  criterion  2  (e),  to  read 

as  follows: 

(e)  Minimum  cutting  within  highly  sensitive  areas  such  as 
steep  slopes,  unstable  soils,  stream  valleys,  wetlands 
and  areas  of  significant  groundwater  recharge  and 
discharge. 


Recommendation  13.3.13  That  the  Commission's  recommendations  to  amend  Part  2.12, 

Recreation,  Policies  4-8  not  be  accepted. 


20 


Minister's  Recommendation  PoUcics  4,  5,  6  &  8  acxepted  and  Part  2.13  (formerly  2.12) 

Recreation,  criterion  #  7  (formerly  #6)  to  read  as  follows: 

7.  Trails  will  be  located  and  designed  to  avoid  wherever 
possible  steep  slopes,  wetlands,  erosion-prone  soils, 
agricultural  areas  and  ecologically  sensitive  areas  such 
as  deer-wintering  yards  and  significant  plant  and 
animal  habitats  and  Areas  of  Natural  and  Scientific 
Interest. 


Recommendation  13.3.14  That  Appendix  2  -  Definitions  be  amended  by: 

1.  adding: 

Accessory  Use  -  the  use  of  any  land,  building  or  structure 
which  is  subordinate  to  and  exclusively  devoted  to  die 
principle  use  located  on  the  same  lot. 

2.  adding: 

Annually  -  shall  mean  the  calendar  year  from  January  1  to 
December  31. 

3.  revising  the  definitions  for  'Areas  of  Natural  and  Scientific 
Interest"  and  for  "Biosphere  Reserve": 

Areas  of  Natural  and  Scientific  Interest  -  areas  of  land  and 
water  containing  natural  landscapes  or  features  which  have 
been  identified  as  having  values  related  to  protection,  natural 
heritage  appreciation,  scientific  study  or  education.  Depending 
on  the  values  identified  for  protection,  ANSIs  are  referred  to 
as  life  science  or  earth  science  sites. 

Biosphere  Reserve  -  an  international  designation  of 
recognition  from  the  United  Nations  Educational  Scientific 
and  Cultural  Organization  (UNESCO)  under  the  "Man  and 
Biosphere  Program  (MAB)"  that  signifies  that  an  area  is  a 
good  example  of  some  of  the  w^ys  in  which  conservation 
objectives  can  be  balanced  with  development. 

Minister's  Recommendation  Not  accept  3  definition  for  Biosphere  Reserve.      Appendix  2, 

Definitions,  Biosphere  Reserve  definition  to  read  as  follows: 

Biosphere  Reserve  -  an  international  designation  of 
recognition  from  the  United  Nations  Educational  Scientific 
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Recommendation  14.3.2 


Minister's  Recommendation 


Recommendation  14.3.3 


Minister's  Recommendation 


and  Cultural  Organization  (UNESCO)  under  the  "Man  and 
Biosphere  Program  (MAB)"  that  recognises  the  unique  natural 
features  and  ecological  importance  of  the  area  regulated  by 
the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan. 


That  the  purpose  of  the  Plan  be  a  stand-alone  section  at  the  front  of 
the  document  immediately  following  tiie  introduction  and  that  Part  1.1 
be  the  first  numbered  section  consisting  of  two  subsections  as  follows: 


Part  1.1 

1.1.1 

1.1.2 


Interpretation  of  the  Plan 
Interpretation  of  Boundaries 
Municipal  Official  Plans 


Not  accept. 


That  the  introdurtion  to  Part  1.3,  Escarpment  Natural  Area  be 
modified  to  read: 

Escarpment  features  which  are  in  a  relatively  natural  state... 

and  that  criterion  for  designation  1  be  modified  to  read: 

1.  Escarpment  slopes  which  are  in  a  relatively  natural 
state  ... 

Pan  1.3  Escarpment  Natural  Area,  Criterion  for  Designation  #1,  to 
read  as  follows: 

1.  Escarpment  slopes  and  related  landforms  associated 
with  the  underlying  bedrock  which  are  in  a  relatively 
natural  state. 


Recommendation  14.3.7 


Minister's  Recommendation 


That  proposed  revisions  to  Part  2,  Development  Criteria,  for  the 
following  policy  areas  not  be  adopted:  Wetlands,  Fish  Habitat, 
Wildlife  Habitat,  ANSIs,  Flood  Plain  Policies  and  Forest 
Management. 

Part  2,  Development  Criteria,  for  the  following  areas:  Wetlands, 
Fisheries,  Wildlife  Habitat,  ANSIs,  Flood  Plain  Policies  and  Forest 
Management  to  read  as  follows: 

Part  2.6  New  Development  Affetting  Water  Resources,  new 
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subsection  entitled  Wetlands  be  added  to  read  as  follows: 

Wetlands 

10.       Development  shall  locate  outside  weUands. 

11  m  limits  of  the  weUand  shall  be  determined  by  Ae 
implementing  authority,  in  consutation  wi*  the 
K^stiy  of  Natural  Resources  and/or  Conservation 
Authority. 

12  in  addition  to  #  1  to  7  (water  quality),  development 
adjacent  to  v^tlands  may  be  permitted  only  if  it  does 
not  result  in  any  of  the  following: 

a)  loss  of  wetland  functions 

b)  subsequent  demand  for  future  development 
which  will  negatively  affea  existing  wetland 

c)  conflia  with  existing  site-speafic  weUand 
management  practices;  and 

d)  loss  of  contiguous  weUand  area 

13  A  development  setback  from  the  weUand  area,  which 
is  to  be  maintained  or  established  as  a  natural 
vegetative  buffer,  shall  be  established  1^  Ae 
implementing  authority  in  consultation  with  the 
Ministry  of  Natural  Resources. 

Part  2  6   New  Development   Affecting  Water  Resources,   new 
subsection  entiUed  Fisheries  be  added  to  read  as  follows: 

The  objective  is  to  ensure  that  water  resources  are  niaintain^ 
in  a  clean  and  healthy  condition  so  that  there  is  no  net  loss  of 
"quic  eTsystems  including  fish  habitat  or  otherr^ 
habitats  which  depend  upon  lakes,  watercourses,  weUands. 
and  groundwater  systems  for  their  existence. 

U  New  Development  or  redevelopment  adjacent  to 
significant  fishery  resources  shall  demonstrate  the 
following: 

a)  the  development  shall  ensure  net  gain/no  net 
loss  of  productive  capacity  of  fish  habitat 

b)  maintenance     of    minimum     baseflow    of 


watercourses 
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c)  maintenance  of  existing  watercourses  in  a 
healthy,  natural  state 

d)  maintenance  of  vegetative  buffers  in 
accordance  with  the  sensitivity  of  the  fishery 
resource  and  development  criteria 

e)  best  available  construction  and  management 
praaices  shall  be  used  to  protect  water  quality 
and  quantity,  both  during  and  after 
construction.  Treatment  of  surface  run-off  to 
maintain  water  quality  and  hydrological 
characteristics  in  receiving  watercourses  shall 
meet  the  standards  established  by  tiie 
Ministries  of  Environment  and  Energy  and 
Natural  Resources. 

15.       Public  access  to  fishery  resource  areas  shall  be 
maintained  or,  wherever  possible,  improved. 

Part  2,  new  section  added  as  2.8  Wildlife  Habitat  and  to  read  as 
follows: 

The  objective  is  to  protect  the  habitat  of  rare,  vulnerabJe, 
threatened,  and  endangered  plant  and  animal  species,  and 
mmimize  the  impaa  of  new  development  on  wildlife  habitat. 

1.  New  development  will  not  be  permitted  in  identified 
habitat  of  endangered  plant  or  animal  species. 

2.  Development  shall  be  designed  so  as  to: 

minimize  the  impacts  upon  wildlife  habitat,  in 

particular,  rare,  vulnerable,  threatened  plant 

or  animal  species,  as  identified  by  on-site 

evaluation 

maintain  wildlife  corridors  and  linkages  with 

adjacent  areas 

enhance  wildlife  habitat  wherever  possible. 

Part  2.14  (formerly  2.13)  Areas  of  Natural  and  Scientific  Interest  to 
read  as  follows: 

The  objective   is  to  protect  provincially   and  regionally 
significant  elements  of  the  natural  landscs^s  of  Ontario. 

1.  Development  shall  be  directed  to  locate  outside  of 
provincially  significant  and  regionally  significant  life 
science   ANSIs.       Minor   encroachments   will   be 
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considered  in  relation  to: 

a)  specific  features  for  whidi  tiie  ANSIs  have 
been  identified; 

b)  protection,  natural  heritage  appreciation, 
scientific  study  or  educational  values  and  their 
maintenance;  and 

c)  whether  appropriate  mitigative  measures  can 
be  applied  to  protea  ANSI  values. 

2.  A  setback  for  development  shall  be  established  for 
provincially  and  regionally  significant  life  science 
ANSIs  or  features  therein  wherever  it  may  be 
determined  that  such  setback  is  necessary  to  maintain 
the  protection,  natural  heritage  jq)preciation,  scientific 
study,  or  educational  values  of  such  areas.  The 
setback  shall  be  established  by  tiie  implementing 
authority  in  consultation  with  the  Ministry  of  Natural 
Resources. 

3.  In  provincially  significant  earth  science  ANSIs 
development  will  be  considered,  provided  that: 

a)  development  does  not  significantly  alter  the 
natural  topography  or  geological  features  of 
the  earth  science  ANSI; 

b)  methods  are  employed  to  minimize  the  impact 
of  the  use  on  the  values  for  vAndi  the  site  has 
been  identified. 

Pan  2.6  New  Development  Affeaing  Water  Resources,  subsection 
regarding  Flood  Plains  criterion  if  16,(formerly  ^  8)  to  read  as 
follows: 

16.  No  building  or  structure  shall  be  permitted  in 
identified  flood  plains  or  fill  regulated  areas  except 
where  the  building  or  structure  has  been  approved  by 
the  Municipal  Council,  the  Conservation  Authority 
and/or  the  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources  in 
accordance  with  established  floodplain  management 
and  development  criteria. 

Part  2.9  (formerly  2.8)  Forest  Management,  criteria  If  lb).  Id)  &  2e) 
to  read  as  follows: 

lb)       The  cutting  or  other  destruction,  removal  or  pruning 
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of  trees  for  domestic  personal  use  provided  that: 
i)         the  property  owner  or  his/her  agent  is  the  tree 

cutter; 
ii)        no  sales  of  the  trees  or  wood  products  will 

take  place;  and 
iii)       the  provision  of  Part  2.9.2  (e)  are  met. 

Id)  Where  trees  create  a  safety  hazard  (e.g.  dead  or 
diseased  trees  in  danger  of  falling,  trees  blocking 
driveway  sight-lines). 

2e)  Minimum  cutting  within  highly  sensitive  areas  such  as 
steep  slopes,  unstable  soils,  stream  valleys,  wetlands 
and  areas  of  significant  groundwater  rediarge  and 
discharge. 

Appendix  2,  Definitions,  definitions  of  Endangered  Species,  Fish 
Habitat,  Fishery  Resource,  Rare  Species,  Regionally  Significant  Areas 
of  Natural  and  Scientific  Interest,  Threatened  Species,  Vulnerable 
Species,  Wildlife  Habitat  added  to  the  plan  to  read  as  follows: 

Endangered  Species  -  any  indigenous  species  of  flora  or  fauna 
that,  on  the  basis  of  best  available  scientific  evidence,  is 
indicated  to  be  threatened  with  immediate  extinction 
throughout  all  or  a  significant  portion  of  its  Ontario  range. 

Fish  Habitat  -  parts  of  tiie  environment  on  which  fish  depend, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  order  to  carry  out  their  life 
processes. 

Fishery  Resource  -  any  body  of  water  sustaining  or  having 
potential  to  sustain  healthy  game,  forage  or  fish  populations 
including  bait  fish,  as  identified  by  the  Ministry  of  Natural 
Resources. 

Rare  Species  -  any  indigenous  species  of  flora  or  fauna  diat 
is  represented  in  Ontario  by  small  but  relatively  stable 
populations,  and/or  that  occurs  sporadically  or  in  a  very 
restricted  area  of  Ontario  or  at  the  fringe  of  its  range,  and  that 
should  be  monitored  periodically  for  evidence  of  a  possible 
decline. 

Refinnallv  Significant  Areas  of  Naftiral  and  Scientific  Interest 
-  ANSIs  that  are  non-essential  to  achievement  of  provincial 
objectives.  They  may  coincide  with  areas  designated  as 
environmentally  sensitive  by  regional  and  local  municipalities, 
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and  conservation  authorities. 

Threatened  Species  -  any  indigenous  species  of  fauna  or  flora 
that  on  the  basis  of  the  best  available  scientific  evidence,  is 
indicated  to  be  experiencing  a  defmite  non-cyclical  decline 
throughout  all  or  a  major  portion  of  its  Ontario  range,  and 
that  is  likely  to  become  an  endangered  species  if  the  factors 
responsible  for  the  decline  continue  unabated. 

Vulnerable  Species  -  any  indigenous  species  of  fauna  or  flora 
that  is  particularly  at  risk  because  of  low  or  declining 
numbers,  occurrence  at  the  fringe  of  its  range  or  in  restricted 
areas  or  for  some  other  reason,  but  is  not  a  threatened 
species. 

Wetlands  -  lands  that  are  seasonally  or  permanently  covered 
by  shallow  water,  as  well  as  lands  where  the  water  table  is 
close  to  or  at  the  surface.  In  either  case  the  presence  of 
abundant  water  has  caused  the  formation  of  hydric  soils  and 
has  favoured  the  dominance  of  either  hydrophytic  or  water 
tolerant  plants.  The  four  major  types  of  Wetlands  are 
swamps,  marshes,  bogs,  and  fens. 

• 

Wildlife  Habitat  -  the  combination  of  living  and  non-living 
things  associated  with  a  particular  species  which  together 
provide  it  with  the  resources  it  needs  to  compete  its  life-cycle. 


Recommendation  14.3.8  That  die  Commission,  after  consultation  with  interested  parties,  bring 

forward  a  series  of  Plan  amendments  to  provide  agree-upon  criteria 
in  these  areas. 

Minitter's  Recommendation  Not  accept.  See  Minister's  recommendation  re:  14.3.7. 


Recommendation  15.3.2.1  That  the  proposed  revisions  with  respect  to  the  designation  of  Public 

Lands  in  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Parks  and  Open  Space  System  and 
the  related  policies  proposed  for  acquisition  and  disposal  and  the 
addition  or  deletion  of  parks  not  be  approved.  Instead,  we 
recommend  that  the  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources  provide,  at  the 
earliest  convenient  time,  a  forum  for  the  discussion  and  resolution  of 
these  issues  by  consensus,  if  possible,  among  the  partner  agencies. 

Minister's  Recommendation  New  Part  3.4  Land  Acquisition  and  Land  Disposal  be  added  to  read 

as  follows: 
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3.4       Land  Acquisition  and  Land  Disposal 

Acquisition 

Where  lands  are  acquired  under  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Land 
Acquisition  and  Stewardship  Programs  to  add  to  a  park  or 
open  space  area  identified  in  Appendix  1,  such  lands  are  upon 
purchase  considered  Public  Land  (in  the  Parks  and  O^n 
Space  System)  and  subject  to  the  policies  of  Part  3.  A 
Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  amendment  is  not  required  to 
include  such  lands  on  the  Plan  maps. 

Disposal 

Public  land  (in  the  Parks  and  Open  Space  System)  as 
identified  on  Maps  1  to  9  or  lands  acquired  to  secure  the 
Bruce  Trail  corridor  may  be  disposed  of  and  removed  from 
the  public  land  base  without  a  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan 
Amendment  provided  that  the  following  four  criteria  are  met: 

1.  The  disposal  is  considered  minor  in  nature  and  would 
not  result  in  the  removal  of  a  park  or  open  space  lands 
from  the  System  or  change  the  boundary  of  a  park  or 
open  space  area  in  a  significant  manner.  In  this 
regard  minor  shall  generally  mean  parcels  of  2  ha  (S 
ac.)  or  less. 

2.  The  disposal  must  be  in  conformity  with  land  use 
provisions,  new  lot  policies  and  development  criteria 
of  Parts  1  and  2  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan. 

3.  The  disposal  can  be  justified  as  being  beneficial  to  the 
Escarpment  Parks  and  Open  Space  Program,  (e.g., 
exchanging  surplus  lands  for  lands  having  a  higher 
environmental  or  recreational  priority). 

4.  The  disposal  will  not  detrimentally  affect  the  public 
land  base,  its  future  use  or  adjacent  properties. 

Subject  to  Part  2.4. 14  Got  creation),  exceptions  to  the  criteria 
listed  above  will  be  for  the  disposal  of  land  in  instances  vAitn 
more  land  than  necessary  had  to  be  acquired  to  complete  a 
Parks  and  Open  Space  System  purchase  after  June  12,  1985, 
or  a  master/management  plan  not  in  conflict  with  the  Niagara 
Escarpment  Plan  identifies  and  justifies  the  sale  of  such  land. . 

New  Pan  3.S  Addition  or  Deletion  of  Parks  or  Open  Space  be  added 
to  read  as  follows: 
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3.5  Addition  or  Deletion  of  Parks  or  Open  Space 

1.  New  parks  may  be  added  to  Plan  and  the  Plan  Maps 
without  requiring  a  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan 
amendment  provided  the  Ministry  of  Natural 
Resources  and  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Commission 
are  satisfied  that  such  an  addition  would  satisfy  the 
Parks  and  Open  Space  System  Objectives.  The 
managing  agency  must  agree  to  the  addition  and  be 
prepared  to  plan  the  land  in  accordance  with  Parts 
3.1.4,  3.1.5  and  3.1.6. 

2.  An  amendment  to  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  will 
be  required  to  remove  a  Park  or  G^n  Space  area 
from  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Parks  and  Open  Space 
System. 


Recommendation  15.5.2.1  That  Part  3.1.3(c)  be  fcvised  to  read: 

(c)  to  develop  a  common  understanding  and  appreciation 
of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  by  permitting  the  use  of 
the  Niagara  Escarpment  Commission  logo  on  parks 
signs  and  literature  to  identify  Public  Lands  within  the 
Parks  and  Open  Space  System. 

Minister's  Recommendation  Part  3.1.3  Policies,  new  poHcy  (c),  to  fcad  as  follows: 

c)  encouraging  the  use  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment 
Program  logo  on  park  signs  and  literature  to  identify 
public  lands  within  the  Parks  and  Open  Space  System. 


Recommendation  15.7.2.3  That    Part    3.1.4,    Park   Classification    Policy,    of  the    Niagara 

Escarpment  Plan  be  modified  to  read: 

3.1.4    Park  Classification  Policy 

Classifications  for  parks  in  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Parks  and 
Open  Space  System  wall  be  established  through  the  Park 
Management  Planning  Process. 

Exceptions  to  the  classification  policy  include  lands  held  by 
the  Canadian  Parks  Service  and  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway 
Authority  and  lands  acquired  specifically  for  the  Bruce  Trail 
corridor.  The  classifications  will  be  noted  in  ^pendix  1  and 
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on  Map  10  after  a  park  plan  is  ^proved. 

Classification  will  ensure  the  maintenance  of  die  variety  and 
diversity  intended  in  this  system.  It  is  recognised  that  some 
parks  may  pursue  objeaives  in  addition  to  those  presented  in 
Part  3.1.1  (e.g.  flood  control,  resource  production). 

Minister's  Recommendation  Part  3.1.4  Park  and  Open  Space  Classification  Policy,  to  read  as 

follows: 

The  first  paragraph  is  revised  to  read  as  follows: 

Parks  and  open  space  in  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Parks  and 
Open  Space  System  will  be  assigned  a  Classification,  based  on 
the  predominant  characteristics  of  the  property.  Exceptions  to 
the  classification  policy  include  lands  held  by  Parks  Canada, 
St.  Lawrence  Seaway  Authority  and  lands  acquired 
speciflcally  for  the  Bruce  Trail  corridor.  The  classifications, 
as  noted  in  Appendix  1  and  on  Map  10,  will  serve  as  a  guide 
to  management  and  use  of  the  park  or  open  space  area  and 
will  be  subjea  to  confirmation  at  the  time  park  or  open  space 
plans  are  prepared. 

The  second  paragr^h  is  revised  widi  the  deletion  of  the  flrst  word 
("Parks")  in  the  first  sentence. 

In  the  subsection  regarding  Nature  Reserve  the  first  sentence  is 
revised  to  read  as  follows: 

These  are  areas  vjh\d\  represent  the  most  significant  and  the 
distinctive  natural  areas  and  landforms  found  along  the 
Niagara  Escarpment. 

The  subsection  entitled  Natural  Environment  Parks  is  revised  to  read. 
Natural  Environment. 

The  word  "Parks'  is  replaced  with  the  word  "lands"  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  Natural  Environment  subsection. 

The   word    "Parks"    in   tfie   second    paragraph   of  tfie   Natural 
Environment  subsection  is  replaced  with  the  word  "areas". 

The  subseaion  entitled  Recreation  Parks  is  revised  with  die  deletion 
of  the  word  "Parks". 

The  third  sentence  of  the  Recreation  subsection  is  revised  to  read  as 
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follows: 

In  Recreation  areas,  ... 

The  subsection  entitled  Historical  Parks  is  revised  with  the  deletion 
of  the  word  "Parks". 

The  word  "Parks'  in  the  first  sentence  of  the  Historical  subsection  is 
replaced  with  "areas". 

The  word  "Parks"  in  the  second  sentence  of  the  Historical  subsection 
is  replaced  with  the  word  "lands". 

In  the  Escarpment  Access  subseaion,  the  second  sentence  of  die  first 
paragraph  is  revised  to  read  as  follows: 

These  areas  will  normally  be  small  and  may  provide  modest 
facilities  to  support  day-use  aaivities  at  view  points,  rest 
areas,  trailheads,  picnic  sites,  scenic  areas,  fishing  areas, 
beaches,  or  other  points  of  interest. 

In  the  Escarpment  Access  subsection,  the  third  paragr^h  is  revised 
to  read  as  follows: 

Not  all  Escarpment  Accesses  are  identified  in  Appendix  1  or 
on  Map  10  since  new  Accesses  at  strategic  locations  may  be 
secured  or  acquired  from  time  to  time  where  a  gap  in  die 
System  has  been  identified  (e.g.,  lack  of  public  access). 


Recommendation  15.9.2.1 


That  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  be  amended  by  revising  Part 
3.1.6.7,  Master /Management  Planning  Policy,  to  read. 


Minister's  Recommendation 


7.  Once  a  Master/Management  Plan  has  been  deemed  not 
to  conflirt  with  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan, 
undertakings  approved  within  the  Master/Management 
Plan  will  be  exempted  from  development  control. 

Part  3.1.6  Master/Management  Planning  Policy,  new  policy  #  7,  to 
read  as  follows: 


7.  For  a  master/management  plan  not  in  conflict  with  die 
Niagara  Escarpment  Plan,  undertakings  approved 
within  the  master/management  plan  may  be  exempted 
from  Development  Control. 
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Recommendation  15.9.2.3 


Minister's  Recommendation 


That  the  wording  of  tiie  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  reflea  that  existing 
approved  park  plans  are  to  be  recognised  as  approved  plans  until  they 
are  revised  and  updated  in  accordance  with  policies  to  be  establish^ 
for  the  review  and  approval  of  master/management  plans. 

Not  accept. 


Recommendation  IS. 9. 2. 4 


That  the  wording  in  all  permitted  use  sections  in  Part  I  be  changed  to 
read: 


Uses  permitted  in  master/management  plans  prepared  for  tfie 
Public  Lands  listed  in  Appendix  1. 


Minister's  Recommendation 


Pan  1.3  Escamment  Natural  Area,  Permitted  Uses  #  10,  to  read  as 
follows: 


10.  Uses  permitted  in  Park  or  Open  Space  Master  or 
Management  Plans  which  are  not  in  conflict  with  die 
Niagara  Escarpment  Plan. 

Part  1.4  Escarpment  Protection  Area,  Permitted  Uses,  #13  (formerly 
#12),  to  read  as  follows: 

13.  Uses  permitted  in  Park  or  Open  Space  Master  or 
Management  Plans  which  are  not  in  conflia  with  tiie 
Niagara  Escarpment  Plan. 

Part  1.5  Escarpment  Rural  Area,  Permitted  Uses,  #  13  (formerly 
#12),  to  read  as  follows: 

13.  Uses  permitted  in  Park  or  Open  Space  Master  or 
Management  Plans  which  are  not  in  conflirt  with  tfie 
Niagara  Escarpment  Plan. 

Part  1.8  Escarpment  Recreation  Area,  Permitted  Uses,  #  6  (formerly 
#  S),  to  read  as  follows: 

6.  Uses  permitted  in  Park  or  Open  Space  Master  or 
Management  Plans  w^ich  are  not  in  conflict  widi  Ae 
Niagara  Escarpment  Plan. 

Part  1.9  Mineral  Resource  Extraaion  Area,  Permitted  Uses  #  11,  to 
read  as  follows: 
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11.  Uses  permitted  in  Park  or  Open  Space  Master  or 
Management  Plans  which  are  not  in  conflia  with  the 
Niagara  Escarpment  Plan. 


Recommendation  IS. 9.2.5 


Minister's  Recommendation 


That  the  definition  of  Park  Plans  in  Appendix  2  be  amended  to  read: 

Park  Plans  -  master  or  management  plans  prepared  for  parks 
listed  in  ^pendix  1  of  this  document. 

Appendix  2,  Defmitions,  definition  of  Park  Plans  to  read  as  follows: 

Park  and  Open  Space  Plans  -  master  or  management  plans  or 
Plans  which  are  not  in  conflict  with  the  Niagara  Escarpment 
Plan. 


Recommendation  IS.  10.2.2 


Minister's  Recommendation 


That  overnight  rest  areas  and  Bruce  Trail  access  points  not  be 
identified  as  permitted  uses  in  Escarpment  Natural  Areas. 

Part  1.3  Escarpment  Natural  Area,  Permitted  Uses.a  new  permitted 
use  #  14  to  read  as  follows: 


14.  The  Bruce  Trail  corridor  including  the  pedestrian 
footpath  and,  where  necessary,  bridges,  boardwalks 
and  other  trail-related  constructions  and  unserviced 
Overnight  Rest  Areas  and  Access  Points  for  Bruce 
Trail  users. 


Recommendation  IS.  10.2.3 


Minister's  Recommendation 


That  the  development  criteria  in  Part  2. 16  as  proposed  in  die  Review 
Document  be  adopted  and  that  the  modifications  proposed  in  the 
Commission's  position  not  be  accepted. 

Part  2.16  The  Bruce  Trail  to  read  as  follows: 


2.16  The  Bruce  Trail 

General  Provisions 

The  objective  is  to  design  and  locate  uses  within  the  Bruce 
Trail  corridor  in  an  environmentally  sound  manner: 

1.         The  Trail  shall  be  designed  and  located  within  tfie 
corridor  so  as  to: 
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a)  Minimize  potential  conflicts  with  adjacent 
private  landowners  and  surrounding  land  uses 
(e.g.,  agriculture,  housing);  and 

b)  Comply  with  municipal  official  plans  and  by- 
laws (where  applicable). 

2.  All  uses  within  the  corridor  shall  be  designed  to 
minimize  the  need  for  environmental  change  (e.g., 
tree  removal). 

3.  All  Trail  activities  shall  be  compatible  with  the  natural 
and  cultural  character  of  the  area,  avoiding  u^erever 
possible  the  need  for  major  engineering  works  and  site 
modifications  over  the  long  term. 

4.  In  locations  which  are  particularly  sensitive  to  foot 
trafHc,  or  which  experience  heavy  use,  periodic 
reroutes  of  the  Trail  may  be  necessary  to  allow  for 
natural  regeneration  and  minimize  negative 
environmental  impacts. 

5.  All  uses  within  the  Trail  corridor  shall  be  located  and 
designed,  where  possible,  to  avoid  steep  slopes, 
wetlands,  erosion  prone  soils  and  ecologically 
sensitive  areas  such  as  sensitive  plant  and  animal 
habitats  and  sensitive  areas  within  Areas  of  Natural 
and  Scientific  Interest. 

Overnight  Rest  Areas 

6.  The  development  of  Overnight  Rest  Areas  shall  be 
subject  to  the  General  Provisions  of  Part  2.16  and  the 
following: 

7.  Overnight  Rest  Areas  should  not  be  sited  closer 
together  than  10  km  (6.3  miles).  Locational 
preference  for  Overnight  Rest  Areas  will  be  given  to 
their  development  outside  Escarpment  Natural  Areas 
on  existing  public  parkland  within  the  Niagara 
Escarpment  iWks  and  Open  Space  System  or  on 
properties  owned  by  the  Bruce  Trail  Association. 

8.  Overnight  Rest  Areas  shall  be  managed  as  primitive 
luiserviced  campsites.  Such  an  area  would  normally 
consist  of  3  to  6  clearings  for  tents,  a  fuvplace,  water 
source  and  latrine.  Municipal/Provincial  regulations 
governing  fires,  water  supplies  and  waste  disposal 
shall  apply. 

9.  To  discourage  abuse  by  non-hikers.  Overnight  Rest 
Areas  should  be  separated  from  the  Bruce  Trail  main 
Trail,  and  scenic  or  historic  attractions.  A  minimum 
500  m  (1650  ft.)  separation  from  roads  and  other 
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points  of  vehicular  access  will  normally  be  required. 
Bruce  Trail  Access  Points 

10.  The  development  of  Bruce  Trail  Access  Points  shall 
be  subjea  to  the  General  Provisions  of  Part  2.16  and 
tiie  following: 

11.  Locational  preference  for  Bruce  Trail  Access  Points 
will  be  given  to  their  development  outside  Escarpment 
Natural  Areas  on  existing  public  parkland  within  the 
Niagara  Escarpment  Parks  and  Open  Space  System  or 
on  properties  owned  by  the  Bruce  Trail  Association. 

12.  Secondary  Bruce  Trail  Access  Points  may  occur 
between  Escarpment  Parks  provided  the  following 
design  standards  can  be  met: 

a)  Secondary  Access  Points  should  generally  be 
located  within  500  m  (1650  fl.)  of  the  Bruce 
Trail  and  be  connected  by  a  side  trail; 

b)  Secondary  Access  Points  should  be  located  a 
minimum  of  50  m  (164  ft.)  from  residences, 
sensitive  features  or  other  adjacent  uses  (e.g., 
agriculture)  which  may  be  adversely  affected 
by  increased  access; 

c)  Secondary  Access  Points  should  be  limited  in 
size  and  accommodate  a  maximum  of  20 
vehicles; 

d)  Where  necessary  Secondary  Access  Point 
parking  areas  should  be  fenced  and  visually 
buffered  with  berms  and/or  vegetative 
screening; 

e)  Secondary  Access  Points  shall  not  be 
established  in  remote  areas,  or  near  sensitive 
areas  or  features  where  natural  and  cultural 
values  might  be  endangered  or  compromised 
by  increased  public  access;  and 

f)  The  location  and  design  of  Secondary  Access 
Points  shall  satisfy  all  municipal  and 
provincial  road  access  requirements  (e.g., 
sight-lines,  drainage). 


Recommendaiion  15.10.2.4  That  the  definition  of  public  agency/body  as  it  appears  in  the 

^proved  Plan  be  retained. 

Minicter's  Recommendation  Appendix  2,  Definitions,  definition  of  Public  Agency/Body  to  read  as 

follows: 
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Public  Agency/Body  -  any  Federal,  Provincial,  County  or 
Municipal  agency  and  includes  any  conunission,  board, 
authority  or  department,  including  Ontario  Hydro,  established 
by  such  agency  exercising  any  power  or  authority  under  a 
Statute  of  Canada  or  Ontario.  The  Bruce  Trail  Association 
shall  be  treated  as  if  it  were  a  public  agency /body  with  respect 
to  the  role  of  the  Association  in  securing  and  managing  the 
Bruce  Trail  Corridor  under  Part  3  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment 
Plan. 


Recommendation  15.11.2.2 


That  the  following  defmition  be  added  to  Appendix  2  of  the  Plan: 


Municipal  Park  -  any  park  owned  and  managed  by  a  local, 
regional  or  county  government. 


Minister's  Recommendation 


Appendix  2,  Definitions,  definition  of  Municipal  Parks  or  Open 
Space,  to  read  as  follows: 


Municipal  Park  or  Open  Space  -  any  park  or  open  space  area 
owned  and  managed  by  a  local,  regional  or  county 
government. 


Recommendation  15.12.2.1. 


That  information  regarding  Environment  Canada  -  Canada  Parks 
Service  and  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway  Authority  lands  be  included  in 
Appendix  1. 


Minister's  Recommendation 


Not  accept. 


Recommendation  15.13.8.2 


That  Appendix  1  and  the  Plan  Maps  not  be  released  for  public  use 
until  the  Minister  of  the  Environment  has  received  written  agreement 
from  the  owners  and  managers  of  any  proposed  additions  to  Appendix 
1  and  the  Plan  Maps  and  until  the  Minister  has  reviewed  Appendix  1 
and  the  Plan  Maps  to  ensure  that  all  descriptions  are  accurate. 


Minister's  Recommendation 


Not  accept. 


Recommendation  15.13.8.4 


That  the  Laird  Property  and  Epping  Commons  be  added  to  Appendix 
1  and  the  Plan  Maps  and  that  each  properQ'  be  classified  as  Resource 
Management  Area. 


Minister's  Recommendation 


Not  accept  classification  for  Epping  Commons.  Epping  Commons  be 
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reclassified  as  'Natural  Environment"  and  be  renamed  as  "Herman 
McConnell  Memorial  Forest". 
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B.        RECOMMENDATIONS     OF    THE    MINISTER    THAT    LACK    A    SPEQnC 
RECOMMENDATION  FROM  THE  HEARING  OFFICERS: 


Introduction,  The  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan,  3rd.  paragr^^h  replace  word  "man'  with 
"human"  in  the  first  sentence. 


2.         Introduction,  How  to  Read  This  Plan,  to  read  as  follows: 

The  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  is  composed  of  a  purpose  statement  and 
objectives,  three  parts  and  two  appendices  and  Maps  1-10.  The  Niagara 
Escarpment  Plan  was  originally  approved  on  June  12,  198S  and  was 
modified  on     (date  of  the  approved  revised  Plan). 


Introduction,  Part  1,  first  sentence  to  read  as  follows: 

This  section  contains  land-use  policies  including  the  interpretation  of  Plan 
boundaries,  the  land  use  designations  and  the  policies  governing  Plan 
amendments. 


Part  1.2  Land  Use  Designations;  new  paragrs^h  added  to  read  as  follows: 

-  Changes  to  Map  10,  Appendix  1,  and  the  Public  Lands  in  tfie  Niagara 
Escarpment  Parks  and  Open  Space  System,  as  a  result  of  land  acquisition  and 
park  planning  activities  do  not  require  a  Plan  amendment.  The  implementing 
authority  will  update  Map  10  and  Appendix  1  on  an  ongoing  basis. 


S.         Part  1.2  Land  Use  Designations,  new  subsection  added  to  read  as  follows: 

Plan  Amendments 

Changes  in  policy  or  land  use  designation  require  an  amendment  to  the  text 
and/or  schedules  of  this  Plan.  The  process  is  outlined  in  sections  10  and  12 
of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Planning  and  Development  Act. 

The  following  provisions  apply  to  applications  to  amend  the  Niagara 
Escarpment  Plan: 

Planning  policies  and  land  use  designations  may  be  changed  as  long  as  the 
purpose  and  objectives  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Planning  and  Development 
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Act  and  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  are  met.  The  purpose  statement  and 
objectives  in  the  Introduction  of  the  Plan  shall  not  be  changed  outside  of  the 
context  of  a  full  review  of  the  Plan. 

Section  10(5)  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Planning  and  Development  Act 
requires  that  amendments  to  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  be  justified.  The 
justification  for  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  means 
the  rationale  for  the  amendment,  and  includes  reasons,  arguments  or  evidence 
in  suppon  of  the  change  to  the  Plan  proposed  through  the  amendment. 

It  must  be  demonstrated  tfiat  tfie  proposed  amendment  and  the  expected 
impacts  resulting  from  tfie  proposed  amendment  do  not  adversely  affea  the 
purpose  and  objectives  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Planning  and  Developmejit 
Act.  The  proposed  amendment  must  be  consistent  with  the  purpose  and 
objectives  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Planning  and  E>evelopment  Act  and  the 
Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  and  have  regard  to  other  relevant  Provincial 
Policies. 


Part  1.3  Escarpment  Natural  Area,  Part  1.4  Escarpment  Protection"  Area  &  Part  1.5 
Escarpment  Rural  Area,  Permitted  Uses,  #  3  to  read  as  follows: 

3.         Single  dwellings. 


7.         Part  1.3  Escarpment  Natural  Area,  Part  1.4  Escarpment  Protection  Area  &  Part  1.5 
Escarpment  Rural  Area,  New  Lots,  introductory  statement  to  read  as  follows: 

New  lots  may  be  created  subjea  to  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this 
seaion,  the  applicable  policies  in  Part  2,  Development  Criteria,  and  official 
plans  and,  where  applicable,  zoning  by-laws  which  are  not  in  conflict  with  the 
Niagara  Escarpment  Plan. 


Part  1.4  Escarpment  Protection  Area  &  Part  1.5  Escarpment  Rural  Area,  Permitted 
Uses  #  16  (formerly  #15)  delete  the  word  "family"  to  read  as  follows: 

16.       Animal  kennels  in  conjunction  with  a  single  dwelling. 


Part  1.4  Escarpment  Protection  Area,  Permitted  Uses,  new  use  added  as  #  20, 
subsequent  uses  renumbered  and  new  #  20  to  read  as  follows: 

20.       The  Bruce  Trail  corridor  including  the  pedestrian  footpath  and,  where 
necessary,  bridges,  boardwalks  and  other  trail-related  constructions 
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and  unserviced  Overnight  Rest  Areas  and  Access  Points  for  Bruce 
Trail  users. 


10.       Part  1.4  Escarpment  Protection  Area,  Permitted  Uses,  M  23  (formerly  it  22)  delete 
word  "family"  to  read  as  follows: 

23.  Notwithstanding  the  policies  of  subsections  3  and  4  of  this  section  and 
of  Pan  2.2.7,  a  maximum  of  eight  single  dwellings  fmcluding  those 
accessory  to  an  agricultural  operation)  are  permitted  within  those  parts 
of  Lots  7,  8  and  the  West  Half  of  Lot  9,  Concession  2,  Euphrasia 
Township  designated  "Escarpment  Protection  Area'  on  Map  1 
attached  to  Amendment  No.  19  to  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan.  No 
new  single  dwellings  are  permitted  within  the  said  Escarpment 
Protection  Area  unless  tiiey  are  located  within  the  'Development 
Area'  shown  on  Map  1. 


1 1 .       Part  1 .5  Escarpment  Rural  Area,  Permitted  Uses,  ^  S  to  read  as  follows: 

5.  In  non-agricultural  areas,  recreational  uses  such  as  campgrounds,  golf 
courses,  country  clubs  and  trail  uses  provided  that  any  detrimental 
impact  of  these  uses  on  the  Escarpment  scenic  qualities  and  natural 
environment  is  kept  to  a  minimum. 


12.       Part  1.5  Escarpment  Rural  Area,  Permitted  Uses,  #  8,  to  read  as  follows: 

8.         Transportation  and  utility  facilities;  however  only  linear  facilities  may 
be  permitted  in  prime  agricultural  areas. 


13.       Part  1.5  Escarpment  Rural  Area,  Permitted  Uses,  tt  12  (formerly  /C  11)  to  read  as 
follows: 

12.       In  non-agricultural  areas,  small  scale  institutional  uses. 


14.       Pan  1.5  Escarpment  Rural  Area,  Permitted  Uses,  It  17  (formerly  tt  16)  to  read  as 
follows: 

17.       In  non-agricultural  areas,  small-scale  commercial  and  industrial 
development  servicing  agriculture  and  tfie  rural  commimity. 
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15.       Part  1.5  Escarpment  Rural  Area,  Permitted  Uses,  new  use  #  19  added  (other  uses 
subsequently  renumbered)  to  read  as  follows: 

19.  The  Bruce  Trail  corridor  including  the  pedestrian  foo^ath  and,  where 
necessary,  bridges,  boardwalks  and  other  trail-relatnl  constructions 
and  unserviced  Overnight  Rest  Areas  and  Access  Points  for  Bruce 
Trail  users. 


16.       Part  1.5  Escarpment  Rural  Area,  New  Lots,  new  policy  ft  5  added  to  read  as  follows: 

S.  No  new  lots  are  permitted  where  one  or  more  lots  have  been  severed 
from  the  original  township  lot,  or  half  township  lot  (w^ere  the 
original  township  lot  is  80  ha  (200  ac.)  or  more). 


17.        Pan  1.5  Escarpment  Rural  Area,  new  subsection  Development  Policies  for  Mineral 
Extraction  add  #  3  to  read  as  follows: 

3.         Applications  for  amendment  to  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  to 

r^esignate  Escarpment  Rural  to  Mineral  Resource  Extraction  will 

take  into  consideration  the  mineral  resource  study  of  the  Plan  area  and 

surrounding  areas.  This  study  v/ill  be  completed  within  18  months  of 

,  1994  (date  of  approval  of  revised  Plan). 


18.        Part  1.7  Urban  Area,  Criterion  for  Designation,  list  of  municipalities  revised  for  the 
following  municipalities: 

City  of  Stoney  Creek 
Town  of  Flamborough 


19.       Pan  1.7  Urban  Area,  Permitted  Uses  and  New  Lots,  first  paragraph  to  read  as 
follows: 

Proposed  uses  and  the  creation  of  new  lots  may  be  permitted  subject  to 
conformity  with  Pan  2,  Development  Criteria,  die  following  Development 
Objectives  as  incorporated  into  official  plans  and/or  secondary  plans  and, 
where  applicable,  zoning  by-laws  that  are  not  in  conflict  with  the  Niagara 
Escarpment  Plan. 


20.       Pan  1.7  Urban  Area,  Development  Objectives,  #  8  (formerly  #  5)  to  read  as  follows: 
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Special  attention  should  be  given  to  tfie  protection  and  restoration  of 
the  former  Village  of  Waterdown  through  municipal  designation  under 
the  Ontario  Heritage  Act. 


2 1 .       Pan  1 . 8  Escarpment  Recreation  Area,  Permitted  Uses ,  introductory  paragraph  to  read 
as  follows: 

Subject  to  Part  2,  Development  Criteria,  and  the  requirements  of  official 
plans,  and/or  secondary  plans  and,  v^ere  ^plicable,  zoning  by-laws  that  are 
not  in  conflict  with  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan,  the  following  uses  may  be 
permitted: 


22.       Pan  1.8  Escarpment  Recreation  Area.  Permitted  Uses,  new  use  P  7  added  to  read  as 
follows: 

7.  The  Bruce  Trail  corridor  including  the  pedestrian  foo^ath  and,  where 
necessary,  bridges,  boardwalks  and  other  trail-related  constructions 
and  unserviced  Overnight  Rest  Areas  and  Access  Points  for  Bruce 
Trail  users. 


23.       Pan  1.8  Escarpment  Recreation  Area,  title  Official  Plans  and/or  Bylaws,  to  read  as 
follows: 

Official  Plans,  Secondary  Plans  and/or  Bylaws 


24.       Pan  1.9  Mineral  Resource  Extraction  Area,  Permitted  Uses,  introductory  statement 
to  read  as  follows: 

Subject  to  conformity  with  Pan  2,  Development  Criteria,  and  official  plans 
and  where  ^plicable,  zoning  by-laws  that  are  not  in  conflict  with  the  Niagara 
Escarpment  Plan,  the  following  uses  may  be  permitted: 


25.       Pan  1.9  Mineral  Resource  Extraction  Area,  After  Uses,  new  after  use  added  and 
numbered  as  ^  6  to  read  as  follows: 

6.  Where  the  rehabilitation  is  being  undertaken  to  agriculture, 
substantially  the  same  acreage  and  average  soil  capability  for 
agriculture  shall  be  restored. 
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26.        Part  2.1  Iniroduaion,  last  paragraph  to  read  as  follows: 

The  development  criteria  will  also  be  used  as  a  basis  for  bringing  local 
official  plans,  secondary  plans  and,  where  applicable,  zoning  bylaws  into 
conformity  with  this  Plan  and  in  the  administration  of  site-plan  control 
approvals. 


27.        Part  2.2  General  Development  Criteria,  criterion  #la,  add  'contours'  as  a  feature  to 
read  as  follows: 

la.  The  long-term  capacity  of  the  site  can  support  the  use  without  a 
substantial  negative  impaa  on  Escarpment  environmental  features 
such  as  contours,  water  quality,  water  quantity,  natural  vegetation, 
soil,  v^ldlife,  population,  visual  attractiveness  and  cultural  heritage 
features. 


28.       Part  2.2  General  Development  Criteria,  criterion  ^,  to  read  as  follows: 

7.  Single  dwellings  are  limited  to  one  per  lot,  unless  the  residential  use 
is  a  mobile  or  portable  dwelling  unit(s)  accessory  to  agriculture  and 
complies  with  die  criteria  relating  to  agriculture. 


29.       Part  2.2  General  Development  Criteria,  new  criterion  #  8  added  to  read  as  follows: 

8.  Development  permitted  should  be  designed  and  located  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  provide  for  or  protea  access  to  the  Niagara  Escarpment 
including  the  Bruce  Trail  Corridor. 


30.       Pan  2.4  Lot  Creation,  criteria  Hl,ft5,  new  criterion  #7d  and  criterion  #8  to  read  as 
follows: 

1.  Lot  Creation,  including  lots  created  within  Urban  Areas,  Minor 
Urban  Centres  and  Escarpment  Recreation  Areas,  may  be  permitted 
subjea  to  conformity  with  official  plans  and/or  secondary  plans  and, 
where  applicable,  zoning  by-laws  that  are  not  in  conflia  with  the 
Niagara  Escarpment  Plan,  and  the  criteria  set  out  under  Part  2, 
Development  Criteria. 

5.  The  size  and  configuration  of  new  lots  shall  be  subjea  to  the 
requirements  of  official  plans  and/or  secondary  plans,  and  where 
applicable,  zoning  bylaws  and  the  objeaives  of  the  designation. 
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7d.       Providing  for  or  protecting  public  access  to  the  Niagara  Escarpment 
including  the  Bruce  Trail  corridor. 

8.         The  creation  of  new  lots  should  have  regard  to  all  applicable  federal, 
provincial  and  municipal  requirements. 


31.       Part  2.6  New  Development  Affecting  Water  Resources,  Criterion  #5,  to  read  as 
follows: 

5.         The  cutting  of  trees  within  the  setback  is  regulated  by  Part  2.7  and 
2.9,  Development  Criteria. 


32.       Part  2.10  (formerly  2.9)  Agriculture,  Introductory  statement  to  read  as  follows: 

The  objeaive  is  to  encourage  agricultural  uses  in  agricultural  areas,  to  protect 
agricultural  areas,  to  permit  uses  that  are  compatible  with  fanning  and  to 
encourage  accessory  uses  that  directly  support  continued  agricultural  use. 


33.       Pan  2.10  (formerly  2.9)  Agriculture,  new  subsection,  Small-Scale  Commercial  Uses 
Accessory  to  Agriculture,  Criteria  ^  a,  d  &  e  added  to  read  as  follows: 

3a.  A  small-scale  commercial  use  accessory  to  agriculture  may  be 
permitted  provided  it  is  subordinate,  incidental  and  exclusively 
devoted  to  the  principal  agricultural  use  carried  out  on  the  farm 
property  by  the  owner  and  is  not  considered  a  high  intensity  use  out 
of  character  with  the  agricultural  area. 

3d.  Signage  for  small  scale  commercial  uses  accessory  to  agriculture  shall 
be  restricted  to  non-illuminated  signs  that  are  compatible  with  the 
sunounding  open  landscape  and  cultural  heritage  features.  Generally 
the  sign  should  be  small  in  size  and  limited  to  one  per  property. 

3e.  A  use  incidental  to  the  small-scale  commercial  use  accessory  to 
agriculture  may  be  integrated  within  the  accessory  operation  provided 
that  it  does  not  result  in  an  intensification  of  the  use  (e.g.  wine  tasting 
area  but  not  a  restaurant). 


34.       Pan  2.11  (formerly  2.10)  Mineral  Resources,  criterion  #lc  to  read  as  follows: 

Ic.       The  maintenance  of  agricultural  areas,  in  accordance  with  the  Food 
Land  Guidelines. 
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35.        Part  2.11  (formerly  2.10)  Mineral  Resources,  the  following  title  added  before 
criterion  #10  (formerly  criterion  #7): 

Wayside  Pits  and  Quarries 


36.       Part  2.13  (formerly  2.12)  Recreation,  criterion  H  3  (formerly  #  2)  to  read  as  follows: 

3.  Intensive  recreational  activity  is  intended  to  occur  primarily  in  the 
designated  Escarpment  Recreation  Areas  and  on  the  public  lands  of 
the  Niagara  Escarpment  Parks  and  Open  Space  System  established  for 
this  purpose. 


37.       Part  2.15  (formerly  2.14)  Transportation  and  Utilities,  new  criterion  lf\  i)  added  to 
read  as  follows: 

li).  Transportation  and  utility  facilities  should  be  sited  and  designed  to 
avoid  or  minimize  the  impacts  on  parks,  open  space  and  the  Bruce 
Trail.  Where  trail  impacts  cannot  be  avoided  the  objective  will  be  to 
provide  for  an  acceptable,  safe  alternative. 


38.       Pan  3.1  The  Niagara  Escarpment  Parks  and  Open  Space  System,  paragraph  1  add 
the  words  'as  well  as  the  Bruce  Trail"  to  the  end  of  tiie  first  paragr^h. 


39.       Part  3.1  The  Niagara  Escarpment  Parks  and  Open  Space  System,  new  paragraph 
added  to  read  as  follows: 

There  are  in  excess  of  100  existing  and  proposed  parks  and  open  space  areas 
within  the  System.  The  majority  are  or  will  be  linked  by  the  Bruce  Trail. 
The  System  is  shown  on  Map  10. 

Part  3.1  The  Niagara  Escarpment  Parks  and  Open  Space  System,  third  paragr^h  to 
read  as  follows: 

The  Niagara  Escarpment  Parks  and  Open  Space  System  is  owned  and 
managed  through  the  continued  cooperation  of  seven  conservation  authorities, 
the  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Food,  the 
Ontario  Heritage  Foundation,  Department  of  Canadian  Heritage  -  Parks 
Canada,  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway  Authority,  Niagara  Parks  Commission, 
municipalities  and  other  bodies  capable  of  managing  areas  in  the  public 
interest  (e.g.,  the  Bruce  Trail  Association,  local  service  clubs). 
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Part  3.1  The  Niagara  Escarpment  Parks  and  Open  Space  System,  new  paragraph 
added  to  read  as  follows: 

Excluding  land  purchased  for  the  Bruce  Trail  corridor,  Maps  1  to  9  identify 
Public  Land  (in  the  Parks  and  Open  Space  System)  with  an  overlay.  This 
overlay  is  considered  to  be  part  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  but  is  not  a 
land  use  designation  hov^ver,  lands  in  the  Parks  and  Open  Space  system  are 
subject  to  the  policies  of  Part  3  of  the  Plan. 


40.       Part  3.1.2  Parks  and  Open  Space  System  Concept,  to  read  as  follows: 

First  sentence  of  first  paragr^h  revised  to  read  as  follows: 

The  System,  ^^^ich  is  linear  in  nature,  is  based  on  public  lands 
acquired  to  protect  distinctive  features  and  significant  areas  along  the 
Escarpment. 

New  sentence  added  after  the  first  paragraph  to  read  as  follows: 

The  Bruce  Trail  corridor  serves  as  the  common  public  linkage  tying 
the  parks,  open  space  areas,  distinaive  natural  features  and  landforms 
together  into  the  System. 

Second  paragr^h,  first  sentence  to  read  as  follows: 

As  noted  in  Part  3.1  the  System  will  consist  of ... 

New  Title  added  to  the  policies  dealing  with  Nodal  Parks  and  the  title  is 
-Nodal  Parks". 

Paragraph  dealing  with  nodal  parks  and  which  reads  as  follows;  Ten  nodal 
parks  have  been  selected...'  to  read  as  follows: 

Because  of  the  diverse  environments  found  along  the  Escarpment, 
there  are  regional  differences  within  the  Parks  and  Open  Space 
System.  To  fully  exploit  these  differences  for  the  public  benefit  and 
to  provide  destination,  and  starting  points  within  the  Parks  and  Open 
Space  System,  nine  focal  areas  called  Nodal  Parks  have  been  selected 
to  serve  segments  of  the  Escarpment. 

These  are: 

Bruce  Peninsula  National  Park 
Spirit  Rock  Conservation  Area 
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Inglis  Falls  Conservation  Area 

Pretty  River  Valley  Provincial  Park 

Mono  Cliffs  Provincial  Park 

Terra  Cotta  Conservation  Area 

Crawford  Lake/Rattlesnake  Point  Conservation  Area 

Dundas  Valley  Conservation  Area 

Balls  Falls  Conservation  Area 

Last  paragraph  of  the  nodal  parks  section  which  reads  'All  areas  considered 
to  be  part  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Parks  System  are  listed  and  described 
briefly  in  Appendix  1'  to  read  as  follows: 

Administratively,  Nodal  Parks  perform  the  function  of  visitor 
reception  and  information  dissemination  concerning  park  and  open 
space  aaivities,  points  of  interest,  and  attractions  in  surrounding 
Escarpment  areas  and  communities.  Elements  of  the  program 
include: 

Orientation  -  to  tell  visitors  where  diey  are  in  relation  to  other 

parks,  open  space  areas,  trails,  natural  features  and  points  of 

interest. 

Education  -  to  stimulate  an  understanding  of  the  Niagara 

Escarpment  and  its  many  natural  and  cultural  values  (e.g.. 

Biosphere  Reserve). 

Interpretation  -  to  familiarize  visitors  with  the  features  of  any 

given  park  or  open  space  area. 

Recreation  -  to  identify  and  provide  information  on  how  to 

participate  in  nearby  Escarpment  recreational  activities. 

Literature  promoting  the  Escarpment,  tixt  Plan  and  tint  Niagara 
Escarpment  Parks  and  Open  Space  System  would  be  available  at  the 
Nodal  Parks  in  order  to  promote  the  distinctiveness  and  visual  identity 
of  the  System. 


41.       Part  3.1.3  Policies,  last  paragrt^h  revised  and  an  additional  paragraph  added  to  read 
as  follows: 

A  Niagara  Escarpment  Parks  and  Open  Space  System  Manual  will  be 
prepared  which  sets  out  minimum  standards  and  general  guidelines  for  all 
park  agencies  including  the  Bruce  Trail  Association.  The  Manual  will  be 
prepared  by  the  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources  in  consultation  with  all  the 
public  park  agencies  c-  ncemed  and  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Commission. 

The  planning,  design  development,  maintenance  and  management  of  tnt 
Bruce  Trail  will  be  implemented  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 

47 


Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  and  management  agreements  with  partner  agencies. 


42.       Part  3.1.6  Master/Management  Planning  Policy,  #  2,  3  &  5  to  read  as  follows: 

2.  The  land-use  designations  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  and 
Development  Criteria  in  Part  2  will  be  used  as  a  guide  in  the  park 
planning  process  instead  of  a  final  statement  on  permitted  uses. 
Zoning  developed  through  the  park  and  open  space  planning  process 
takes  precedence  over  land-use  designations  in  die  Niagara 
Escarpment  Plan  once  a  master /management  plan  is  approved  and  not 
in  conflict  with  die  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan. 

3.  Parks  or  open  space  areas  without  a  plan  are  subject  to  the  land-use 
policy  designations  and  Development  Criteria  of  the  Niagara 
Escarpment  Plan. 

5.  The  existing  and  optimum  route  of  the  Bruce  Trail  through  the  parks 
and  open  space  area  shall  be  identified  as  the  Bnice  Trail  Corridor 
in  park  management  plans  and  managed  in  cooperation  with  the  Bruce 
Trail  Association. 


43.       Part  3.2  The  Bruce  Trail,  section  to  read  as  follows: 

The  Bruce  Trail  is  an  essential  component  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Parks 
and  Open  Space  System  linking  parks,  open  space  areas  and  natural  features 
through  the  establishment  of  a  Trail  corridor  in  conjunction  with  Bruce  Trail 
Access  Points  and  Overnight  Rest  Areas.  The  long-term  goal  is  to  secure  a 
permanent  corridor  for  the  Bruce  Trail  along  its  entire  length. 

Where  the  route  of  the  Bruce  Trail  does  not  follow  the  optimum  route  or 
where  the  optimum  route  has  become  available  because  the  opportunity  for 
acquisition  has  occurred,  the  method  of  securing  the  Trail  will  be  fee  simple 
^  acquisition  and  lesser  rights  will  be  acquired  where  appropriate.  Acquisition 
will  occur  on  a  willing  seller/buyer  basis. 

The  Optimum  Route  of  the  Bruce  Trail  shall  be  determined  by  the  Bruce 
Trail  Association  and  the  Development  Criteria  in  Part  2.16  of  the  Niagara 
Escarpment  Plan.  The  process  of  final  corridor  selection  and  acquisition 
from  willing  sellers  shall  include  consultations  with  partner  agencies. 

The  Bruce  Trail  Association  is  responsible  for  planning,  designing, 
developing,  maintaining  and  managing  the  Trail  Corridor  in  accordance  v^th 
the  provisions  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Plan. 
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Securing  a  continuous  route  for  the  Bruce  Trail  will  be  accorded  the  same 
priority  as  establishing  and  completing  the  other  parks  and  open  space  areas 
of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  Parks  and  Open  Space  System. 


44.       Appendix  2,  Defmitions,  new  deflnition  for  Agricultural  Areas  to  read  as  follows: 

Agricultural  Areas  -  means  areas  were  the  following  lands  predominate: 

a)  Specialty  crop  areas;  and/or 

b)  areas  where  soil  Classes  1,  2,  3,  and  4  predominate  as  defmed  in  Ae 
Canada  Land  Inventory  of  Soil  Capability  for  Agriculture;  and/or 

c)  small  pockets  of  marginal  agricultural  land  within  or  associated  with 
a)  and  b). 


45.  Appendix  2,  Defmitions,  definition  of  Escarpment  Environment,  Household, 
Municipality,  &  Niagara  Escarpment  Land  Acquisition  and  Stewardship  Program,  to 
read  as  follows: 

Escarpment  Environment  -  the  physical,  natural,  visual  and  cultural  heritage 
features  associated  with  the  Escarpment  landsc^)e. 

Household  -  means  one  or  more  persons  living  as  a  single  housekeeping  unit 
in  one  dwelling. 

Municipality  •  a  city,  county,  region,  town,  village  and  township. 

Niagara  Escarpment  Land  Acquisition  and  Stevyardship  Propram  -  the 
program  adopted  and  funded  by  the  Province  at  the  time  of  s^roval  of  the 
Niagara  Escarpment  Plan  to: 

a)  complete  the  system  of  public  parks  and  open  space  identified 
in  Pan  3  and  secure  a  corridor  for  the  Bruce  Trail  linking 
parks,  open  space  areas  and  natural  features;  and 

b)  promote  and  support  responsible  protection  and  stewardship 
of  significant  natural  and  cultural  heritage  properties  and 
features. 


46.        Appendix  2,  Definitions,  defmition  of  Dwelling  Unit;  replace  the  word  "family"  with 
"household". 


47.       Appendix  2,  Definitions,  definition  of  Existing  Uses;  add  "(i.e.,  June  12,  1985)"  to 
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the  definition. 


48.       Appendix  2,  Definitions,  definition  of  Heritage  Property,  words  "also  see  Cultural 
Heritage  Features"  added  to  the  definition. 
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